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         ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS

         On May 20, 2004, Thomas Industries Inc. (the "Company") issued a press
release announcing its agreement to sell its joint venture interest in Genlyte
Thomas Group LLC to The Genlyte Group Incorporated and announcing a conference
call and webcast scheduled for Friday, May 21, 2004. The press release is
attached as an exhibit to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated
herein by reference.

         ITEM 7.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS.

                  (c)      Exhibits.

                               Number No.       Description
                               ----------       -----------

                               2                Purchase Agreement dated May 20,
                                                2004 among Genlyte Thomas Group
                                                LLC, The Genlyte Group
                                                Incorporated and the Company.
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                               99               Press release dated May 20, 2004
                                                by the Company announcing
                                                agreement to sell joint venture
                                                interest

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                  THOMAS INDUSTRIES INC.

                                  By: /s/ Phillip J. Stuecker
                                      ------------------------------------------
Dated:  May 20, 2004              Name:  Phillip J. Stuecker
                                  Its:Vice President of Finance, Chief Financial
                                      Officer, and Secretary
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