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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington D.C. 20549

FORM 10-Q

x QUARTERLY REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF
1934
FOR THE QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDED September 30, 2014 
OR
o TRANSITION REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF
1934
For the transition period from         to
Commission File Number: 000-51280

MORNINGSTAR, INC.
(Exact Name of Registrant as Specified in its Charter) 
Illinois 36-3297908
(State or Other Jurisdiction of (I.R.S. Employer
Incorporation or Organization) Identification Number)

22 West Washington Street
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(Address of Principal Executive Offices) (Zip Code)
  (312) 696-6000
(Registrant’s Telephone Number, Including Area Code)
Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the Registrant
was required to file such reports), and (2) has been subject to such filing requirements for the past 90 days. Yes x No o
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant has submitted electronically and posted on its corporate Web site, if
any, every Interactive Data File required to be submitted and posted pursuant to Rule 405 of Regulation S-T
(§232.405 of this chapter) during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required
to submit and post such files). Yes x No o
Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer” and “smaller reporting
company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.
Large accelerated filer   x Accelerated filer  o Non-accelerated filer   o Smaller reporting company  o

(Do not check if a smaller
reporting company)

Indicate by check mark whether the Registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act).
Yes o No x

Edgar Filing: Morningstar, Inc. - Form 10-Q

1



As of October 24, 2014 there were 44,581,820 shares of the Company’s common stock, no par value, outstanding.
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Morningstar, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statements of Income

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

(in thousands except per share amounts) 2014 2013 2014 2013

Revenue $193,106 $173,482 $563,656 $517,766

Operating expense (1):
Cost of revenue 80,142 72,422 237,243 198,499
Sales and marketing 26,761 22,774 83,138 78,789
General and administrative 26,384 22,416 82,926 77,863
Depreciation and amortization 14,558 11,257 40,336 33,858
Litigation settlement (2) — — 61,000 —
Total operating expense 147,845 128,869 504,643 389,009

Operating income 45,261 44,613 59,013 128,757

Non-operating income (expense):
Interest income, net 515 630 1,734 2,035
Gain (loss) on sale of investments, reclassified
from other comprehensive income 158 (42 ) 505 1,106

Holding gain (loss) upon acquisition of additional
ownership of equity and cost method investments — (78 ) 5,168 3,635

Other income (expense), net (971 ) 261 (942 ) (1,949 )
Non-operating income (expense), net (298 ) 771 6,465 4,827

Income before income taxes and equity in net
income of unconsolidated entities 44,963 45,384 65,478 133,584

Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities 337 315 1,433 1,172

Income tax expense 15,149 14,265 20,188 42,647

Consolidated net income 30,151 31,434 46,723 92,109

Net loss attributable to the noncontrolling interest 29 29 64 93

Net income attributable to Morningstar, Inc. $30,180 $31,463 $46,787 $92,202

Net income per share attributable to
Morningstar, Inc.:
Basic $0.67 $0.68 $1.04 $1.99
Diluted $0.67 $0.68 $1.04 $1.98

Dividends per common share:
Dividends declared per common share $0.17 $— $0.51 $0.25
Dividends paid per common share $0.17 $0.13 $0.51 $0.25
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Weighted average shares outstanding:
Basic 44,734 46,080 44,763 46,293
Diluted 44,889 46,519 44,990 46,635

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

2014 2013 2014 2013
(1) Includes stock-based compensation expense
of:
Cost of revenue $2,177 $1,471 $5,829 $4,863
Sales and marketing 607 456 1,634 1,490
General and administrative 2,167 1,489 5,790 4,800
Total stock-based compensation expense $4,951 $3,416 $13,253 $11,153

(2) See Note 12, Contingencies, for additional information.

See notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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Morningstar, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statements of Comprehensive Income

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

(in thousands) 2014 2013 2014 2013

Consolidated net income $30,151 $31,434 $46,723 $92,109

Other comprehensive income (loss):
Foreign currency translation adjustment (18,809 ) 11,247 (13,476 ) (4,952 )
Unrealized gains (losses) on securities, net of tax:
  Unrealized holding gains (losses) arising during
period (244 ) 774 152 1,774

  Reclassification of (gains) losses included in net
income (100 ) 28 (318 ) (706 )

Other comprehensive income (loss) (19,153 ) 12,049 (13,642 ) (3,884 )

Comprehensive income 10,998 43,483 33,081 88,225
Comprehensive loss attributable to noncontrolling
interest 83 40 98 246

Comprehensive income attributable to
Morningstar, Inc. $11,081 $43,523 $33,179 $88,471

See notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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Morningstar, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets

As of September
30 As of December 31

(in thousands except share amounts) 2014 2013
Assets
Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $189,318 $ 168,160
Investments 38,490 130,407
Accounts receivable, less allowance of $1,323 and $1,089, respectively 124,966 114,131
Deferred tax asset, net 7,524 3,892
Income tax receivable, net 4,427 3,942
Other current assets 23,619 26,361
Total current assets 388,344 446,893
Property, equipment, and capitalized software, less accumulated depreciation
and amortization of $126,449 and $106,166, respectively 112,584 104,986

Investments in unconsolidated entities 30,428 38,714
Goodwill 378,969 326,450
Intangible assets, net 103,443 103,909
Other assets 6,407 9,716
Total assets $1,020,175 $ 1,030,668

Liabilities and equity
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $38,495 $ 42,131
Accrued compensation 67,692 71,403
Deferred revenue 150,051 149,225
Short-term debt 30,017 —
Other current liabilities 4,632 6,786
Total current liabilities 290,887 269,545
Accrued compensation 6,905 8,193
Deferred tax liability, net 17,565 23,755
Deferred rent 23,460 23,938
Other long-term liabilities 10,839 13,947
Total liabilities 349,656 339,378

Equity:
Morningstar, Inc. shareholders’ equity:
Common stock, no par value, 200,000,000 shares authorized, of which
44,661,350 and 44,967,423 shares were outstanding as of September 30,
2014 and December 31, 2013, respectively

5 5

Treasury stock at cost, 7,809,277 shares as of September 30, 2014 and
7,202,896 shares as of December 31, 2013 (493,642 ) (449,054 )

Additional paid-in capital 553,172 539,507
Retained earnings 618,484 594,626
Accumulated other comprehensive income (loss):
    Currency translation adjustment (8,833 ) 4,609
    Unrealized gain on available-for-sale investments 398 564
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Total accumulated other comprehensive income (loss) (8,435 ) 5,173
Total Morningstar, Inc. shareholders’ equity 669,584 690,257
Noncontrolling interests 935 1,033
Total equity 670,519 691,290
Total liabilities and equity $1,020,175 $ 1,030,668
 See notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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Morningstar, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statement of Equity
For the nine months ended September 30, 2014 

Morningstar, Inc. Shareholders’ Equity
Accumulated
Other
Comprehensive
Income
(Loss)

Common Stock Additional
Paid-in
Capital

Non-
Controlling
Interests(in thousands, except share amounts) Shares

Outstanding
Par
Value

Treasury
Stock

Retained
Earnings

Total
Equity

Balance as of December 31, 2013 44,967,423 $5 $(449,054) $539,507 $594,626 $5,173 $1,033 $691,290

Net income (loss) — — — 46,787 (64 ) 46,723
Other comprehensive income (loss):
Unrealized gain on available-for-sale
investments, net of income tax of
$82

— — — — 152 — 152

Reclassification of adjustments for
gains included in net income, net of
income tax of $187

— — — — (318 ) — (318 )

Foreign currency translation
adjustment, net — — — — (13,442 ) (34 ) (13,476 )

Other comprehensive loss, net — — — — (13,608 ) (34 ) (13,642 )
Issuance of common stock related to
stock-option exercises and vesting of
restricted stock units, net

317,579 — 1,261 (2,617 ) — — — (1,356 )

Stock-based compensation — — 13,253 — — — 13,253
Excess tax benefit derived from
stock-option exercises and vesting of
restricted stock units

— — 2,945 — — — 2,945

Common shares repurchased (623,652 ) — (45,849 ) — — — — (45,849 )
Dividends declared — common shares
outstanding — — — (22,779 ) — — (22,779 )

Dividends declared — restricted stock
units — — 84 (150 ) — — (66 )

Balance as of September 30, 2014 44,661,350 $5 $(493,642) $553,172 $618,484 $(8,435) $935 $670,519

See notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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Morningstar, Inc. and Subsidiaries
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows

Nine months ended September
30

(in thousands) 2014 2013

Operating activities
Consolidated net income $46,723 $92,109
Adjustments to reconcile consolidated net income to net cash flows from operating
activities:
Depreciation and amortization 40,336 33,858
Deferred income taxes (5,367 ) (2,315 )
Stock-based compensation expense 13,253 11,153
Provision for bad debts 308 730
Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities (1,433 ) (1,172 )
Excess tax benefits from stock-option exercises and vesting of restricted stock units (2,945 ) (4,093 )
Holding gain upon acquisition of additional ownership of equity method investments (5,168 ) (3,635 )
Other, net 200 12
Changes in operating assets and liabilities, net of effects of acquisitions:
Accounts receivable (12,588 ) (1,249 )
Other assets (3,333 ) (2,887 )
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (1,224 ) (3,151 )
Accrued compensation 3,376 (8,404 )
Income taxes—current 3,542 17,205
Deferred revenue 548 6,004
Deferred rent 33 (1,273 )
Other liabilities (973 ) (679 )
Cash provided by operating activities 75,288 132,213

Investing activities
Purchases of investments (10,612 ) (113,824 )
Proceeds from maturities and sales of investments 103,120 108,599
Capital expenditures (42,756 ) (27,950 )
Acquisitions, net of cash acquired (64,447 ) (11,079 )
Proceeds from sale of a business — 957
Purchases of equity- and cost-method investments — (2,751 )
Other, net 229 432
Cash used for investing activities (14,466 ) (45,616 )

Financing activities
Proceeds from stock-option exercises 3,766 3,172
Employee taxes withheld for restricted stock units (5,122 ) (5,276 )
Excess tax benefits from stock-option exercises and vesting of restricted stock units 2,945 4,093
Common shares repurchased (42,100 ) (62,794 )
Dividends paid (22,912 ) (11,657 )
Proceeds from short-term debt 30,000 —
Other, net (9 ) (54 )
Cash used for financing activities (33,432 ) (72,516 )
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Effect of exchange rate changes on cash and cash equivalents (6,232 ) (1,011 )
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 21,158 13,070
Cash and cash equivalents—beginning of period 168,160 163,889
Cash and cash equivalents—end of period $189,318 $176,959

Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information:
Cash paid for income taxes $22,044 $27,700
Supplemental information of non-cash investing and financing activities:
Unrealized gain (loss) on available-for-sale investments $(270 ) $1,675
Equipment obtained under long-term financing arrangement $— $4,860

See notes to unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements.
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MORNINGSTAR, INC. AND SUBSIDIARIES
NOTES TO UNAUDITED CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1. Basis of Presentation of Interim Financial Information

The accompanying condensed consolidated financial statements of Morningstar, Inc. and subsidiaries (Morningstar,
we, our, the company) have been prepared to conform to the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC). The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States (U.S. GAAP) requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amount of assets, liabilities, revenue, and expenses. Actual results could differ from those estimates. In the
opinion of management, the statements reflect all adjustments, which are of a normal recurring nature, necessary to
present fairly our financial position, results of operations, equity, and cash flows. These financial statements and notes
are unaudited and should be read in conjunction with our Audited Consolidated Financial Statements and Notes
thereto included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, filed with the SEC on
February 28, 2014.

Certain prior-period amounts have been reclassified to conform to the current period's presentation. We now include
development expense, which was previously reported as a separate operating expense category, in the cost of revenue
category. We have reclassified development expense to include it in cost of revenue for all periods presented.

Separately, as a result of our move to a more centralized structure in the third quarter of 2013 (including new positions
created, changes in focus for some existing roles, and the refinement of employee cost categorizations as we moved to
a more centralized structure), approximately 180 net positions shifted from the general and administrative and sales
and marketing categories to cost of revenue. For the first nine months of 2014 as compared with the same period in
2013, changes related to our more centralized organizational structure added $14 million of compensation expense to
cost of revenue, and reduced the compensation expense in our sales and marketing and general and administrative
expense categories by $8 million and $6 million, respectively. These changes did not affect our total operating
expense or operating income for any of the periods presented.

The acronyms that appear in the Notes to our Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements refer to the
following:

ASC: Accounting Standards Codification
ASU: Accounting Standards Update
FASB: Financial Accounting Standards Board

2. Correction

In 2014, we identified and corrected an immaterial classification error related to the current and long-term balance for
deferred rent included on our Consolidated Balance Sheets as of December 31, 2013. The correcting entries had the
effect of decreasing accounts payable and accrued liabilities by $10.7 million and increasing deferred rent (long-term)
by the same amount. The financial statements have been corrected to reduce the current balance and increase the
long-term balance as shown in the table below:

As of December 31, 2013

($000) Previously
Reported Correction As Corrected

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $52,877 $(10,746 ) $42,131
Deferred rent $13,192 $10,746 $23,938
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3. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

We discuss our significant accounting policies in Note 2 of our Audited Consolidated Financial Statements included
in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013, filed with the SEC on February 28, 2014.

In addition, effective January 1, 2014, we adopted FASB ASU No. 2013-05, Foreign Currency Matters (Topic 830):
Parent's Accounting for the Cumulative Translation Adjustment upon Derecognition of Certain Subsidiaries or Groups
of Assets within a Foreign Entity or an Investment in a Foreign Entity (a consensus of the FASB Emerging Issues
Task Force). ASU No. 2013-05 specifies that when a reporting entity (parent) ceases to have a controlling financial
interest in a subsidiary or group of assets that is a business within a foreign entity, the parent is required to apply the
guidance in Subtopic 830-30 to release any related cumulative translation adjustment into net income. Accordingly,
the cumulative translation adjustment should be released into net income only if the sale or transfer results in the
complete or substantially complete liquidation of the foreign entity in which the subsidiary or group of assets had
resided. Additionally, the amendments in this update clarify that the sale of an investment in a foreign entity includes
both (1) events that result in the loss of a controlling financial interest in a foreign entity and (2) events that results in
an acquirer obtaining control of an acquiree in which it held an equity interest immediately before the acquisition date
(sometimes referred to as a step acquisition). The currency translation adjustment should be released into net income
upon the occurrence of those events. The adoption of ASU No. 2013-05 did not have a material effect on our
consolidated financial statements.

We also adopted FASB ASU No. 2013-11, Income Taxes (Topic 740): Presentation of an Unrecognized Tax Benefit
When a Net Operating Loss Carryforward, a Similar Tax Loss, or a Tax Credit Carryforward Exists (a consensus of
the FASB Emerging Issues Task Force), effective January 1, 2014. This update requires an entity to present an
unrecognized tax benefit as a reduction of a deferred tax asset for a net operating loss (NOL) carryforward, or similar
tax loss or tax credit carryforward, rather than as a liability when (1) the uncertain tax position would reduce the NOL
or other carryforward under the tax law of the applicable jurisdiction and (2) the entity intends to use the deferred tax
asset for that purpose. The update does not require new recurring disclosures. The adoption of ASU No. 2013-11 did
not have a material effect on our consolidated financial statements.

On May 28, 2014, the FASB issued ASU No. 2014-09, Revenue from Contracts with Customers, which requires an
entity to recognize the amount of revenue to which it expects to be entitled for the transfer of promised goods or
services to customers. The ASU will replace most existing revenue recognition guidance in U.S. GAAP when it
becomes effective. The new standard is effective for us on January 1, 2017. Early application is not permitted. The
standard permits the use of either the retrospective or cumulative effect transition method. We are evaluating the effect
that ASU 2014-09 will have on our consolidated financial statements and related disclosures. We have not yet selected
a transition method nor have we determined the effect of the standard on our ongoing financial reporting.

10

Edgar Filing: Morningstar, Inc. - Form 10-Q

16



Table of Contents

4. Credit Arrangements

In July 2014, the company entered into a one year, $75.0 million, single-bank revolving credit facility. The company
drew on the credit facility during the third quarter and had an outstanding principal balance of $30.0 million at an
interest rate of LIBOR plus 100 basis points as of September 30, 2014, leaving borrowing availability of $45.0
million.

5. Acquisitions, Goodwill and Other Intangible Assets

Acquisitions

Increased Ownership Interest in HelloWallet Holdings, Inc.

In June 2014, we acquired an additional 81.3% interest in HelloWallet Holdings, Inc. (HelloWallet), increasing our
ownership to 100% from 18.7%. HelloWallet combines behavioral economics and the psychology of decision-making
with sophisticated technology to provide personalized, unbiased financial guidance to U.S. workers and their families
through their employer benefit plans. We began consolidating the financial results of this acquisition in our
Consolidated Financial Statements on June 3, 2014.

HelloWallet's total preliminary estimated fair value of $54,006,000 includes $40,525,000 in cash paid to acquire the
remaining 81.3% interest in HelloWallet and pay off HelloWallet's indebtedness as well as $13,481,000 related to the
18.7% of HelloWallet we previously held. We recorded a preliminary non-cash holding gain of $5,168,000 for the
difference between the fair value and the book value of our previously held investment. The gain is included in
non-operating income in our Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statements of Income.

The purchase price valuation will be finalized upon the completion of the fair value analysis of the acquired assets and
liabilities, including the preliminary intangible assets. We have not yet obtained all of the information related to the
fair value of the acquired assets and liabilities to finalize the purchase price allocation. The primary areas that are not
yet finalized relate to the valuation of the identifiable intangible assets and income taxes.

The following table summarizes our preliminary allocation of the estimated fair values of the assets acquired and
liabilities assumed at the date of acquisition, all of which are preliminary pending completion of the final valuation:

($000)
Cash and cash equivalents $3,739
Accounts receivable and other current assets 150
Other current and non-current assets 318
Deferred tax asset 7,340
Intangible assets 9,460
Goodwill 40,472
Deferred revenue (2,897 )
Deferred tax liability (3,595 )
Other current and non-current liabilities (981 )
Total fair value of HelloWallet $54,006

The preliminary allocation includes $9,460,000 of acquired intangible assets, as follows:
($000) Weighted

Average
Useful Life
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(years)
Technology based assets 6,670 5
Intellectual property (trademarks and trade names) 169 3
Non-competition agreement 2,621 5
Total intangible assets $9,460 5
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We recognized a preliminary deferred tax liability of $3,595,000 mainly because the amortization expense related to
certain intangible assets is not deductible for income tax purposes. The fair value of the acquired intangible assets and
the deferred tax liability are preliminary pending receipt of the final valuation for these assets.

We recognized a preliminary deferred tax asset of $7,340,000 mainly because of net operating losses of HelloWallet
which will become available to Morningstar.

Preliminary goodwill of $40,472,000 represents the premium over the fair value of the net tangible and intangible
assets acquired. We paid this premium for a number of reasons, including the opportunity to bring together
HelloWallet's comprehensive financial wellness expertise with Morningstar's independent, research-based retirement
advice to create a holistic retirement savings and advice offering.

ByAllAccounts, Inc.

In April 2014, we acquired ByAllAccounts, Inc. (ByAllAccounts), a provider of innovative data aggregation
technology for financial applications for $27,949,000 in cash. ByAllAccounts uses a knowledge-based process,
including patented artificial intelligence technology, to collect, consolidate, and enrich financial account data and
deliver it to virtually any platform. We began including the financial results of this acquisition in our Consolidated
Financial Statements on April 1, 2014.

The purchase price valuation will be finalized upon the completion of the fair value analysis of the acquired assets and
liabilities, including the preliminary intangible assets. We have not yet obtained all of the information related to the
fair value of the acquired assets and liabilities to finalize the purchase price allocation. The primary areas that are not
yet finalized relate to the valuation of the identifiable intangible assets and income taxes.

The following table summarizes our preliminary allocation of the purchase price to the estimated fair values of the
assets acquired and liabilities assumed at the date of the acquisition, all of which are preliminary pending completion
of the final valuation:

($000)
Cash and cash equivalents $287
Accounts receivable and other current assets 152
Deferred tax asset 3,685
Other current and non-current assets 257
Intangible assets 8,681
Goodwill 18,778
Deferred revenue (79 )
Deferred tax liability (3,299 )
Other current and non-current liabilities (513 )
Total purchase price $27,949

The preliminary allocation includes $8,681,000 of acquired intangible assets, as follows:

($000)

Weighted
Average
Useful Life
(years)

Customer-related assets $5,506 24
Technology-based assets 3,020 4.5
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Intellectual property (trademarks and trade names) 47 1
Non-competition agreement 108 3
Total intangible assets $8,681 19
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We recognized a preliminary deferred tax liability of $3,299,000 mainly because the amortization expense related to
certain intangible assets is not deductible for income tax purposes. The fair value of the acquired intangible assets and
the deferred tax liability are preliminary pending receipt of the final valuation for these intangible assets.

We recognized a preliminary deferred tax asset of $3,685,000 mainly because of net operating losses of
ByAllAccounts which will become available to Morningstar.

Preliminary goodwill value of $18,778,000 represents the premium we paid over the fair value of the acquired net
tangible and intangible assets. We paid this premium for a number of reasons, including the opportunity to integrate
the service into our offerings as well as expand and develop ByAllAccounts' third-party distribution relationships.

Goodwill

The following table shows the changes in our goodwill balances from December 31, 2013 to September 30, 2014:

($000)
Balance as of December 31, 2013 $326,450
Acquisitions of HelloWallet and ByAllAccounts 59,250
Foreign currency translation (6,731 )
Balance as of September 30, 2014 $378,969

We did not record any impairment losses in the first nine months of 2014 or 2013. We perform our annual impairment
reviews in the fourth quarter.

Intangible Assets

The following table summarizes our intangible assets: 
As of September 30, 2014 As of December 31, 2013

($000) Gross Accumulated
Amortization Net

Weighted
Average
Useful
 Life
(years)

Gross Accumulated
Amortization Net

Weighted
Average
Useful 
Life
(years)

Intellectual
property $29,539 $ (24,844 ) $4,695 9 $29,477 $ (23,128 ) $6,349 9

Customer-related
assets 144,359 (82,076 ) 62,283 12 141,833 (74,311 ) 67,522 12

Supplier
relationships 240 (117 ) 123 20 240 (108 ) 132 20

Technology-based
assets 89,789 (56,050 ) 33,739 8 80,489 (50,673 ) 29,816 9

Non-competition
agreement 4,379 (1,776 ) 2,603 5 1,661 (1,571 ) 90 4

Total intangible
assets $268,306 $ (164,863 ) $103,443 11 $253,700 $ (149,791 ) $103,909 10

The following table summarizes our amortization expense related to intangible assets:
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Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Amortization expense $5,912 $5,287 $16,555 $16,249

We amortize intangible assets using the straight-line method over their expected economic useful lives.
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We expect intangible amortization expense for 2014 and subsequent years as follows:
($000)

2014 $22,059
2015 22,251
2016 17,693
2017 13,145
2018 10,965
Thereafter 33,885

Our estimates of future amortization expense for intangible assets may be affected by additional acquisitions,
divestitures, changes in the estimated average useful life, and currency translations.
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6. Income Per Share 

The following table shows how we reconcile our net income and the number of shares used in computing basic and
diluted income per share:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

(in thousands, except per share amounts) 2014 2013 2014 2013

Basic net income per share attributable to
Morningstar, Inc.:
Net income attributable to Morningstar, Inc.: $30,180 $31,463 $46,787 $92,202
Less: Distributed earnings available to participating
securities (1 ) — (6 ) (5 )

Less: Undistributed earnings available to
participating securities (4 ) (11 ) (4 ) (29 )

Numerator for basic net income per share —
undistributed and distributed earnings available to
common shareholders

$30,175 $31,452 $46,777 $92,168

Weighted average common shares outstanding 44,734 46,080 44,763 46,293

Basic net income per share attributable to
Morningstar, Inc. $0.67 $0.68 $1.04 $1.99

Diluted net income per share attributable to
Morningstar, Inc.:
Numerator for basic net income per share —
undistributed and distributed earnings available to
common shareholders

$30,175 $31,452 $46,777 $92,168

Add: Undistributed earnings allocated to
participating securities 4 11 4 29

Less: Undistributed earnings reallocated to
participating securities (4 ) (11 ) (4 ) (29 )

Numerator for diluted net income per share —
undistributed and distributed earnings available to
common shareholders

$30,175 $31,452 $46,777 $92,168

Weighted average common shares outstanding 44,734 46,080 44,763 46,293
Net effect of dilutive stock options and restricted
stock units 155 439 227 342

Weighted average common shares outstanding for
computing diluted income per share 44,889 46,519 44,990 46,635

Diluted net income per share attributable to
Morningstar, Inc. $0.67 $0.68 $1.04 $1.98
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The following table shows the number of restricted stock units and performance share awards excluded from our
calculation of diluted earnings per share because their inclusion would have been anti-dilutive:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

(in thousands) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Weighted average restricted stock units 83 1 34 19
Weighted average performance share awards 9 — 7 —
Total 92 1 41 19

Stock options and restricted stock could be included in the calculation in the future.

7. Segment, Enterprise-Wide, and Geographical Area Information

Segment Information

Beginning with the third quarter of 2013, we revised our segment structure to reflect our shift to a more centralized
organizational structure. We now report our results in a single reportable segment, which reflects how our chief
operating decision maker allocates resources and evaluates our financial results.

Because we have one reportable segment, all required financial segment information can be found directly in the
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements.

The accounting policies for our single reportable segment are the same as those described in “Note 2. Summary of
Significant Accounting Policies” included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013.
We evaluate the performance of our reporting segment based on revenue and operating income.

Products and Services Information

We derive revenue from two product groups. The investment information product group includes all of our data,
software, and research products and services. These products are typically sold through subscriptions or license
agreements. The investment management product group includes all of our asset management operations, which earn
the majority of their revenue from asset-based fees. The table below summarizes our revenue by product group:

External revenue by product group
Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Investment information $152,252 $137,216 $443,049 $412,332
Investment management 40,854 36,266 120,607 105,434
Consolidated revenue $193,106 $173,482 $563,656 $517,766
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Geographical Area Information

The tables below summarize our revenue and long-lived assets by geographical area:

External revenue by geographical area
Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
United States $141,276 $124,998 $407,681 $372,746

United Kingdom 15,190 14,148 46,071 41,316
Continental Europe 15,562 14,666 47,109 41,826
Australia 8,866 8,041 26,267 26,569
Canada 7,391 7,603 22,599 23,151
Asia 3,950 3,363 11,547 10,236
Other 871 663 2,382 1,922
Total International 51,830 48,484 155,975 145,020

Consolidated revenue $193,106 $173,482 $563,656 $517,766

Long-lived assets by geographical area
As of September
30 As of December 31

($000) 2014 2013
United States $94,103 $ 84,321

United Kingdom 6,994 6,873
Continental Europe 1,410 1,873
Australia 926 1,051
Canada 926 1,275
Asia 8,138 9,479
Other 87 114
Total International 18,481 20,665

Consolidated property, equipment, and capitalized software, net $112,584 $ 104,986
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8. Investments and Fair Value Measurements

We account for our investments in accordance with FASB ASC 320, Investments—Debt and Equity Securities. We
classify our investments into three categories: available-for-sale, held-to-maturity, and trading. Our investment
portfolio is primarily invested in proprietary Morningstar portfolios, exchange-traded funds that seek to track the
performance of certain Morningstar proprietary indexes, and various mutual funds. We classify our investment
portfolio as shown below:

As of September 30 As of December 31
($000) 2014 2013
Available-for-sale $12,226 $ 91,461
Held-to-maturity 18,059 31,214
Trading securities 8,205 7,732
Total $38,490 $ 130,407

The following table shows the cost, unrealized gains (losses), and fair values related to investments classified as
available-for-sale and held-to-maturity:

As of September 30, 2014 As of December 31, 2013

($000) Cost Unrealized
Gain

Unrealized
Loss

Fair
Value Cost Unrealized

Gain
Unrealized
Loss

Fair
Value

Available-for-sale:
Government
obligations $— $— $— $— $19,693 $8 $(3 ) $19,698

Corporate bonds — — — — 49,913 22 (124 ) 49,811
Foreign
obligations — — — — 505 — (2 ) 503

Commercial paper — — — — 9,482 7 — 9,489
Equity securities
and
exchange-traded
funds

6,499 477 (81 ) 6,895 8,872 1,011 (141 ) 9,742

Mutual funds 5,097 372 (138 ) 5,331 2,095 221 (98 ) 2,218
Total $11,596 $849 $(219 ) $12,226 $90,560 $1,269 $(368 ) $91,461

Held-to-maturity:
Certificates of
deposit $18,059 $— $— $18,059 $31,214 $— $— $31,214

As of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013, investments with unrealized losses for greater than a 12-month
period were not material to the Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets and were not deemed to have other than
temporary declines in value.
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The table below shows the cost and fair value of investments classified as available-for-sale and held-to-maturity
based on their contractual maturities as of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013. The expected maturities of
certain fixed-income securities may differ from their contractual maturities because some of these holdings have call
features that allow the issuers the right to prepay obligations without penalties.

As of September 30, 2014 As of December 31, 2013
($000) Cost Fair Value Cost Fair Value
Available-for-sale:
Due in one year or less $— $— $45,486 $45,402
Due in one to two years — — 34,107 34,099
Equity securities, exchange-traded funds, and
mutual funds 11,596 12,226 10,967 11,960

    Total $11,596 $12,226 $90,560 $91,461

Held-to-maturity:
Due in one year or less $18,054 $18,054 $31,210 $31,210
Due in one to three years 5 5 4 4
Total $18,059 $18,059 $31,214 $31,214

As of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013, held-to-maturity investments included a $1.5 million certificate of
deposit held primarily as collateral against bank guarantees for our office leases, primarily in Australia.

The following table shows the realized gains and losses arising from sales of our investments classified as
available-for-sale recorded in our Condensed Consolidated Statements of Income: 

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Realized gains $158 $94 $731 $2,320
Realized losses — (136 ) (226 ) (1,214 )
Realized gains (losses), net $158 $(42 ) $505 $1,106

We determine realized gains and losses using the specific identification method.

The following table shows the net unrealized gains (losses) on trading securities as recorded in our Condensed
Consolidated Statements of Income:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Unrealized gains (losses), net $272 $(741 ) $117 $(468 )
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The table below shows the fair value of our assets subject to fair value measurements that are measured at fair value
on a recurring basis using the fair value hierarchy and the necessary disclosures under FASB ASC 820, Fair Value
Measurement:

Fair Value Fair Value Measurements as of September 30, 2014
as of Using Fair Value Hierarchy

($000) September 30, 2014 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
Available-for-sale investments:
Government obligations $— $— $— $—
Corporate bonds — — — —
Foreign obligations — — — —
Commercial paper — — — —
Equity securities and
exchange-traded funds 6,895 6,895 — —

Mutual funds 5,331 5,331 — —
Trading securities 8,205 8,205 — —
Cash equivalents 428 428 — —
Total $20,859 $20,859 $— $—

Fair Value Fair Value Measurements as of December 31, 2013
as of Using Fair Value Hierarchy

($000) December 31,
2013 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Available-for-sale investments:
Government obligations $19,698 $— $19,698 $—
Corporate bonds 49,811 — 49,811 —
Foreign obligations 503 — 503 —
Commercial paper 9,489 — 9,489 —
Equity securities and
exchange-traded funds 9,742 9,742 — —

Mutual funds 2,218 2,218 — —
Trading securities 7,732 7,732 — —
Cash equivalents 925 925 — —
Total $100,118 $20,617 $79,501 $—

Level 1:Valuations based on quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities that we have the ability to
access.

Level
2:

Valuations based on quoted prices in markets that are not active or for which all significant inputs are
observable, either directly or indirectly.

Level 3: Valuations based on inputs that are unobservable and significant to the overall fair value measurement.

Based on our analysis of the nature and risks of our investments in equity securities and mutual funds, we have
determined that presenting each of these investment categories in the aggregate is appropriate.

We measure the fair value of money market funds, mutual funds, equity securities, and exchange-traded funds based
on quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or liabilities. All other financial instruments were valued either
based on recent trades of securities in inactive markets or based on quoted market prices of similar instruments and
other significant inputs derived from observable market data. We did not hold any securities categorized as Level 3 as
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9. Investments in Unconsolidated Entities

Our investments in unconsolidated entities consist primarily of the following:
As of September
30

As of December
31

($000) 2014 2013
Investment in MJKK $22,615 $21,782
Other equity method investments 5,440 6,166
Investments accounted for using the cost method 2,373 10,766
Total investments in unconsolidated entities $30,428 $38,714

Morningstar Japan K.K. Morningstar Japan K.K. (MJKK) develops and markets products and services customized for
the Japanese market. MJKK’s shares are traded on the Tokyo Stock Exchange under the ticker 47650. We account for
our investment in MJKK using the equity method. The following table summarizes our ownership percentage in
MJKK and the market value of this investment based on MJKK’s publicly quoted share price: 

As of September
30

As of December
31

2014 2013
Morningstar’s approximate ownership of MJKK 34 % 34 %

Approximate market value of Morningstar’s ownership in MJKK:
Japanese yen (¥000) ¥7,264,858 ¥9,824,068
Equivalent U.S. dollars ($000) $66,401 $94,999

Other Equity Method Investments. As of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013, other equity method
investments consist of our investment in Inquiry Financial Europe AB (Inquiry Financial) and YCharts, Inc.
(YCharts). Inquiry Financial is a provider of sell-side consensus estimate data. Our ownership interest in Inquiry
Financial was approximately 34% as of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013. YCharts is a technology
company that provides stock research and analysis. Our ownership interest in YCharts was approximately 22% as of
September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013.

We did not record any impairment losses on our equity method investments in the first nine months of 2014 or 2013.

Cost Method Investments. As of September 30, 2014 and December 31, 2013, our cost method investments consist of
a minority investment in Pitchbook Data, Inc. (Pitchbook). Pitchbook offers detailed data and information about
private equity transactions, investors, companies, limited partners, and service providers.

As of December 31, 2013, our cost method investments also included a minority investment in HelloWallet LLC
(HelloWallet). In June 2014, we purchased the remaining interest in HelloWallet. See Note 5 for additional
information concerning our acquisition of HelloWallet.

We did not record any impairment losses on our cost method investments in the first nine months of 2014 or 2013.

10. Stock-Based Compensation

Stock-Based Compensation Plans
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Our shareholders approved the Morningstar 2011 Stock Incentive Plan (the 2011 Plan) on May 17, 2011. As of that
date, we stopped granting awards under the Morningstar 2004 Stock Incentive Plan (the 2004 Plan). The 2004 Plan
amended and restated the Morningstar 1993 Stock Option Plan, the Morningstar 2000 Stock Option Plan, and the
Morningstar 2001 Stock Option Plan.

The 2011 Plan provides for a variety of stock-based awards, including, among other things, stock options,
performance share awards, restricted stock units, and restricted stock. We granted stock options, restricted stock units,
and restricted stock under the 2004 Plan.
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All of our employees and our non-employee directors are eligible for awards under the 2011 Plan.

Grants awarded under the 2011 Plan or the 2004 Plan that are forfeited, canceled, settled, or otherwise terminated
without a distribution of shares, or shares withheld by us in connection with the exercise of options, will be available
for awards under the 2011 Plan. Any shares subject to awards under the 2011 Plan, but not under the 2004 Plan, that
are withheld by us in connection with the payment of any required income tax withholding will be available for
awards under the 2011 Plan.

The following table summarizes the number of shares available for future grants under our 2011 Plan:

As of September 30
(in thousands) 2014
Shares available for future grants 4,257

Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation Awards

The following table summarizes our stock-based compensation expense and the related income tax benefit we
recorded:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Restricted stock units $4,587 $3,196 $12,262 $10,493
Restricted stock 97 97 291 291
Performance share awards 172 — 372 —
Stock options 95 123 328 369
Total stock-based compensation expense $4,951 $3,416 $13,253 $11,153

Income tax benefit related to the stock-based
compensation expense $1,446 $846 $3,808 $2,944

The following table summarizes the amount of unrecognized stock-based compensation expense as of September 30,
2014 and the expected number of months over which the expense will be recognized:

Unrecognized
stock-based
compensation
expense
($000)

Expected
amortization
period (months)

Restricted stock units $ 34,989 34
Restricted stock 257 9
Performance share awards 1,545 27
Stock options 226 7
Total unrecognized stock-based compensation expense $ 37,017 33

In accordance with FASB ASC 718, Compensation—Stock Compensation, we estimate forfeitures of employee
stock-based awards and recognize compensation cost only for those awards expected to vest. Our largest annual equity
grants typically have vesting dates in the second quarter. We adjust the stock-based compensation expense annually in
the third quarter to reflect those awards that ultimately vested and update our estimate of the forfeiture rate that will be
applied to awards not yet vested.
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Restricted Stock Units

Restricted stock units represent the right to receive a share of Morningstar common stock when that unit vests.
Restricted stock units to employees vest ratably over a four-year period. Restricted stock units granted to
non-employee directors vest ratably over a three-year period. For restricted stock units granted through December 31,
2008, employees could elect to defer receipt of the Morningstar common stock issued upon vesting of the restricted
stock unit.
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We measure the fair value of our restricted stock units on the date of grant based on the closing market price of the
underlying common stock on the day prior to the grant. We amortize that value to stock-based compensation expense,
net of estimated forfeitures, ratably over the vesting period.

The following table summarizes restricted stock unit activity during the first nine months of 2014:

Restricted Stock Units (RSUs) Unvested Vested but
Deferred Total

Weighted
Average
Grant Date Value
per RSU

RSUs outstanding—December 31, 2013 680,002 16,682 696,684 $ 62.02
Granted 245,350 — 245,350 73.11
Dividend equivalents 2,083 113 2,196 58.13
Vested (235,053 ) — (235,053 ) 57.48
Issued — (2,054 ) (2,054 ) 53.54
Forfeited (27,673 ) — (27,673 ) 64.45
RSUs Outstanding - September 30, 2014 664,709 14,741 679,450 $ 67.49

Restricted Stock

In conjunction with our acquisition of Realpoint LLC in May 2010, we issued 199,174 shares of restricted stock to the
selling employee-shareholders under the 2004 Plan. The restricted stock vests ratably over a five-year period from the
acquisition date and may be subject to forfeiture if the holder terminates his or her employment during the vesting
period.

Because of the terms of the restricted stock agreements prepared in conjunction with the Realpoint acquisition, we
account for the grant of restricted stock as stock-based compensation expense and not as part of the acquisition
consideration.

We measured the fair value of the restricted stock on the date of grant based on the closing market price of our
common stock on the day prior to the grant. We amortize the fair value of $9,363,000 to stock-based compensation
expense over the vesting period. We have assumed that all of the remaining restricted stock will ultimately vest, and
therefore have not incorporated a forfeiture rate for purposes of determining the stock-based compensation expense.

Performance Share Awards

In 2014, executive officers, other than Joe Mansueto, were granted performance share awards pursuant to which each
executive becomes entitled to a number of shares of Morningstar common stock equal to the number of notional
performance shares that become vested. Each award specifies a number of performance shares that will vest if
pre-established target performance goals are attained. The number of performance shares that actually vest may be
more or less than the specified number of performance shares to the extent Morningstar exceeds or fails to achieve,
respectively, the target performance goals over a three-year performance period.

The performance conditions are not considered in the determination of the grant date fair value for these awards;
instead, the grant date fair value is based on the closing market price of the underlying common stock on the day prior
to the grant date. We amortize that value to stock-based compensation expense, based on the satisfaction of the
performance condition that is most likely to be satisfied over the three-year service period ratably over the vesting
period.
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Information as of September 30, 2014 regarding the company's target performance share awards granted and shares
that would be issued at current performance levels for performance share awards granted during the first nine months
of 2014 is as follows:

As of September 30, 2014
Target performance share awards granted 23,685
Fair value per award (1) $80.91
Number of shares that would be issued based on current performance levels 23,685
Unamortized expense, based on current performance levels $1,545,000

(1) Represents the closing market price of Morningstar's stock on March 14, 2014, which is the last closing price prior
to the grant date.

Stock Options

Stock options granted to employees vest ratably over a four-year period. Grants to our non-employee directors vest
ratably over a three-year period. All grants expire 10 years after the date of grant. Almost all of the options granted
under the 2004 Plan have a premium feature in which the exercise price increases over the term of the option at a rate
equal to the 10-year Treasury bond yield as of the date of grant. Options granted under the 2011 Plan have an exercise
price equal to the fair market value on the grant date.

The following tables summarize stock option activity in the first nine months of 2014 for our various stock option
grants. The first table includes activity for options granted at an exercise price below the fair value per share of our
common stock on the grant date; the second table includes activity for all other option grants. 

Options Granted At an Exercise Price Below the Fair Value Per Share on the Grant Date Underlying
Shares

Weighted
Average
Exercise
Price

Options outstanding—December 31, 2013 179,559 $21.47
Granted — —
Canceled — —
Exercised (93,116 ) 21.92
Options outstanding—September 30, 2014 86,443 22.14

Options exercisable—September 30, 2014 86,443 $22.14

All Other Option Grants, Excluding Activity Shown Above Underlying
Shares

Weighted
Average
Exercise
Price

Options outstanding—December 31, 2013 253,972 $36.48
Granted — —
Canceled — —
Exercised (58,326 ) 30.09
Options outstanding—September 30, 2014 195,646 39.02

Options exercisable—September 30, 2014 179,176 $37.31
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The following table summarizes the total intrinsic value (difference between the market value of our stock on the date
of exercise and the exercise price of the option) of options exercised:

Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013
Intrinsic value of options exercised $7,238 $8,964

The table below shows additional information for options outstanding and exercisable as of September 30, 2014:

Options Outstanding Options Exercisable

Range of Exercise Prices Number of 
Options

Weighted
Average
Remaining
Contractual
Life (years)

Weighted
Average
Exercise
Price

Aggregate
Intrinsic
Value
($000)

Exercisable
Shares

Weighted
Average
Remaining
Contractual
Life (years)

Weighted
Average
Exercise
Price

Aggregate
Intrinsic
Value
($000)

$22.06 - $27.24 203,908 0.42 $25.08 $8,732 203,908 0.42 $25.08 $8,732
$40.08 - $50.46 6,506 1.17 48.61 125 6,506 1.17 48.61 125
$57.28 - $59.35 71,675 6.76 57.46 749 55,205 6.75 57.39 555
$22.06 - $59.35 282,089 2.05 $33.85 $9,606 265,619 1.75 $32.37 $9,412

Vested or Expected to Vest
$22.06 - $59.35 282,089 2.05 $33.85 $9,606

The aggregate intrinsic value in the table above represents the total pretax intrinsic value all option holders would
have received if they had exercised all outstanding options on September 30, 2014. The intrinsic value is based on our
closing stock price of $67.90 on that date.

Excess Tax Benefits Related to Stock-Based Compensation

FASB ASC 718, Compensation—Stock Compensation, requires that we classify the cash flows that result from excess
tax benefits as financing cash flows. Excess tax benefits correspond to the portion of the tax deduction taken on our
income tax return that exceeds the amount of tax benefit related to the compensation cost recognized in our
Condensed Consolidated Statements of Operations. The following table summarizes our excess tax benefits:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Excess tax benefits related to stock-based
compensation $1,032 $251 $2,945 $4,093
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11. Income Taxes

Effective Tax Rate

The following table shows our effective tax rate for the three and nine months ended September 30, 2014 and
September 30, 2013:

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Income before income taxes and equity
in net income of unconsolidated entities $44,963 $45,384 $65,478 $133,584

Equity in net income of unconsolidated
entities 337 315 1,433 1,172

Net loss attributable to the
noncontrolling interest 29 29 64 93

Total $45,329 $45,728 $66,975 $134,849
Income tax expense $15,149 $14,265 $20,188 $42,647
Effective tax rate 33.4 % 31.2 % 30.1 % 31.6 %

Our effective tax rate in the third quarter of 2014 was 33.4%, an increase of 2.2 percentage points compared with
31.2% in the prior-year period. The effective tax rate increase primarily reflects deferred income tax benefits and
additional tax credits and incentives that were recognized in the prior-year period.

During the first nine months of 2014, we reported income before income taxes and equity in net income of
unconsolidated entities of $65.5 million, which included a litigation settlement expense of $61.0 million that is
deductible for tax purposes. In the same period, we realized a $5.2 million non-taxable gain in connection with the
purchase of the remaining ownership interest in HelloWallet. Because of these two items, we reported an income tax
expense of $20.2 million, which is equivalent to a 30.1% effective tax rate. This tax rate is lower than the statutory
rate mainly because of the non-taxable gain of $5.2 million.

Unrecognized Tax Benefits

The table below provides information concerning our gross unrecognized tax benefits as of September 30, 2014 and
December 31, 2013, as well as the effect these gross unrecognized tax benefits would have on our income tax expense,
if they were recognized.

As of September 30 As of December
31

($000) 2014 2013
Gross unrecognized tax benefits $11,469 $12,958
Gross unrecognized tax benefits that would affect income tax expense $11,469 $10,557
Decrease in income tax expense upon recognition of gross unrecognized tax
benefits $9,932 $9,262

Our Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets include the following liabilities for unrecognized tax benefits. These
amounts include interest and penalties, less any associated tax benefits.

As of September 30 As of December
31
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Liabilities for Unrecognized Tax Benefits ($000) 2014 2013
Current liability $4,075 $6,211
Non-current liability 7,085 6,012
Total liability for unrecognized tax benefits $11,160 $12,223
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We conduct business globally and, as a result, we file income tax returns in U.S. federal, state, local, and foreign
jurisdictions. We are currently under audit by federal and various state and local tax authorities in the United States, as
well as tax authorities in certain non-U.S. jurisdictions. It is possible, though not likely, that the examination phase of
some of these audits will conclude in 2014. It is not possible to estimate the effect of current audits on previously
recorded unrecognized tax benefits.

We have not provided federal and state income taxes on accumulated undistributed earnings of certain foreign
subsidiaries because these earnings have been permanently reinvested. Approximately 66% of our cash, cash
equivalents, and investments as of September 30, 2014 was held by our operations outside of the United States. We
believe that our cash balances and investments in the United States, along with cash generated from our U.S.
operations, will be sufficient to meet our U.S. operating and cash needs for the foreseeable future, without requiring us
to repatriate earnings from these foreign subsidiaries. It is not reasonably practical to determine the amount of the
unrecognized deferred tax liability related to the undistributed earnings.

Certain of our non-U.S. operations have incurred net operating losses (NOLs) which may become deductible to the
extent these operations become profitable. For each of our operations, we evaluate whether it is more likely than not
that the tax benefits related to NOLs will be realized. As part of this evaluation, we consider evidence such as tax
planning strategies, historical operating results, forecasted taxable income, and recent financial performance. In the
year that certain non-U.S. operations record a loss, we do not recognize a corresponding tax benefit, thus increasing
our effective tax rate. Upon determining that it is more likely than not that the NOLs will be realized, we reduce the
tax valuation allowances related to these NOLs, which results in a reduction to our income tax expense and our
effective tax rate in the period.

12. Contingencies

Life's Good S.T.A.B.L. Hedge Fund

In September 2011, three individual investors in Life's Good S.T.A.B.L. Mortgage hedge fund (LG), Marta Klass,
Gregory Martin, and Richard Roellig, filed a complaint in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania against LG, its principal Robert Stinson, and several other parties, including Morningstar, Inc. (the Klass
Matter). The plaintiffs claimed that Morningstar committed fraud and aided and abetted the other defendants' breach
of fiduciary duty through the 5-star rating LG obtained from Morningstar. Hedge fund managers self-report their
performance data to Morningstar. More than a year before the Klass Matter, in June 2010, the SEC filed suit against
LG and other entities claiming they were part of a Ponzi scheme operated by Stinson. As a result, LG and the other
entities were placed in court-appointed receivership.

In April 2012, the Receiver filed a complaint against Morningstar, in which the Receiver claimed that Morningstar
was liable for contribution and aiding and abetting Stinson's breach of fiduciary duty and fraud through the 5-star
rating LG obtained from Morningstar. On August 5, 2014, after a bench trial, the judge found in Morningstar’s favor
on all claims. On October 14, 2014, the plaintiffs in the Klass Matter filed a Notice of Voluntary Dismissal as to all
claims against Morningstar.

Business Logic Holding Corporation
On July 17, 2014, Morningstar and Ibbotson entered into a settlement agreement with Business Logic Holding
Corporation (Business Logic). Pursuant to the settlement agreement, Morningstar paid Business Logic $61.0 million
during the third quarter of 2014. This obligation was accrued as of June 30, 2014 and the corresponding expense is
reported as "Litigation settlement" in our Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Statements of Income for the nine
months ended September 30, 2014.
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Other Proceedings

In addition to these proceedings, we are involved in legal proceedings and litigation that have arisen in the normal
course of our business. Although the outcome of a particular proceeding can never be predicted, we do not believe that
the result of any of these other matters will have a material adverse effect on our business, operating results, or
financial position.
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13. Share Repurchase Program

We have an ongoing authorization, originally approved by our board of directors in September 2010, and
subsequently amended, to repurchase up to $700 million in shares of our outstanding common stock. The
authorization expires on December 31, 2015. We may repurchase shares from time to time at prevailing market prices
on the open market or in private transactions in amounts that we deem appropriate.

As of September 30, 2014, we had repurchased a total of 7,691,658 shares for $495.6 million under this authorization.

Item 2. Management’s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations

The discussion included in this section, as well as other sections of this Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q, contains
forward-looking statements as that term is used in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These
statements are based on our current expectations about future events or future financial performance. Forward-looking
statements by their nature address matters that are, to different degrees, uncertain, and often contain words such as
“may,” “could,” “expect,” “intend,” “plan,” “seek,” “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “predict,” “potential,” or “continue.” These statements
involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties that may cause the events we discuss not to occur or to differ
significantly from what we expect. For us, these risks and uncertainties include, among others:

•liability for any losses that result from an actual or claimed breach of our fiduciary duties;
•failing to differentiate our products and continuously create innovative, proprietary research tools;

•failing to respond to technological change, keep pace with new technology developments, or adopt a successful
technology strategy;
•a prolonged outage of our database and network facilities;
•any failures or disruptions in our electronic delivery systems and the Internet;
•liability and/or damage to our reputation as a result of some of our pending litigation;
•liability related to the storage of personal information about our users;

•general industry conditions and competition, including global financial uncertainty, trends in the mutual fund
industry, and continued growth in passively managed investment vehicles;
•the effect of market volatility on revenue from asset-based fees;
•failing to maintain and protect our brand, independence, and reputation;

•changes in laws applicable to our investment advisory or credit rating operations, compliance failures, or regulatory
action; and

•challenges faced by our operations outside the United States, including the concentration of development work at our
offshore facilities in China and India.

A more complete description of these risks and uncertainties can be found in our other filings with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), including our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013. If
any of these risks and uncertainties materialize, our actual future results may vary significantly from what we expect.
We do not undertake to update our forward-looking statements as a result of new information or future events.

All dollar and percentage comparisons, which are often accompanied by words such as “increase,” “decrease,” “grew,”
“declined,” “was up,” “was down,” “was flat,” or “was similar” refer to a comparison with the same period in the previous year
unless otherwise stated. 

Understanding our Company

Our Business
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Our mission is to create great products that help investors reach their financial goals. We offer an extensive line of
products and services for financial advisors, asset managers, retirement plan providers and sponsors, and individual
investors. Many of our products are sold through subscriptions or license agreements. As a result, we typically
generate recurring revenue.
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Industry Overview

We monitor developments in the economic and financial information industry to help inform our company strategy,
product development plans, and marketing initiatives.

After a strong rally in 2013 and the first half of 2014, equity markets had mixed results in the third quarter of 2014.
The Morningstar U.S. Market Index, a broad market benchmark, was up 0.2% in the quarter, while the Global Ex-U.S.
Index finished the quarter down 5.4%.

U.S. mutual fund assets stood at $15.8 trillion as of August 31, 2014, based on data from the Investment Company
Institute (ICI), compared with $13.9 trillion as of August 31, 2013. Based on Morningstar's estimated asset flow data,
investors added about $230 billion to long-term open-end funds during the first nine months of 2014 and pulled $110
billion from money market funds. Both equity and fixed-income funds had positive net inflows for the first nine
months of 2014.

Assets in exchange-traded funds (ETFs) rose to $1.9 trillion as of August 31, 2014, compared with $1.5 trillion as of
August 31, 2013, based on data from the ICI.

Despite generally positive market trends, we believe the business environment for the financial services industry
remains challenging. Asset management firms have been facing increasing regulatory burdens, which are leading to
higher costs and more cautious spending in other areas. Further, the historically low interest rate environment has put
pressure on the margins of many firms, most notably those in the variable annuity space. As a result, we expect there
will be further pressure on revenue from clients in this area.
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Supplemental Operating Metrics

The tables below summarize our key product metrics and other supplemental data.
As of September 30
2014 2013 Change

Our business
Morningstar.com Premium Membership subscriptions (U.S.) 122,275 123,656 (1.1 )%
Registered users for Morningstar.com (U.S.) 8,097,864 7,765,424 4.3  %
Advisor Workstation clients (U.S.) (1) 171 159 7.5  %
Morningstar Office licenses (U.S.) (1) 4,188 4,003 4.6  %
Principia subscriptions 10,054 21,612 (53.5 )%
Morningstar Direct licenses 9,648 8,247 (2) 17.0  %
Assets under advisement and management (approximate) ($bil)

Investment Advisory services (3) $80.9 $106.6 (24.1 )%
Retirement Solutions
     Managed Retirement Accounts (4) $36.5 $29.2 25.0  %
     Other assets 40.2 30.3 32.7  %
Retirement Solutions (total) $76.7 $59.5 28.9  %
Morningstar Managed Portfolios $8.8 $6.6 33.3  %
Ibbotson Australia $3.1 $3.1 —  %

Our employees (approximate)
Worldwide headcount 3,800 3,490 8.9  %
Number of equity and credit analysts 170 155 9.7  %
Number of manager research analysts 100 105 (4.8 )%

Three months ended September 30
2014 2013 Change

Average assets under management and advisement ($bil) $169.2 $170.9 (1.0 )%
Number of commercial mortgage-backed securities (CMBS)
new-issue ratings completed 19 7 171.4  %

Rated balance for CMBS new-issue ratings ($bil) $13.5 $3.8 255.3  %

(1) Beginning in the second quarter of 2014, we changed our reporting to show the number of enterprise clients for
Morningstar Advisor Workstation instead of the number of individual licenses. We believe this is a more meaningful
indicator of underlying business trends because per-user pricing varies significantly depending on the scope of the
license. We also began disclosing the number of licenses for Morningstar Office as a separate line item.

(2) Revised to reflect a minor calculation change.

(3) The decline in assets under advisement as of September 30, 2014 reflects the ongoing effect of difficult market
conditions for companies that offer variable annuities. Some of our clients have been managing their funds-of-funds
portfolios in-house instead of using outside subadvisors. Because of this trend, assets under advisement as of
September 30, 2014 were $25.7 billion lower versus the same date in 2013.
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The asset totals include relationships for which we receive basis-point fees, including consulting arrangements and
other agreements where we act as a portfolio construction manager for a mutual fund or variable annuity. We also
provide Investment Advisory services for some assets for which we receive a flat fee; we do not include these assets in
the total reported above.
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Excluding changes related to new contracts and cancellations, changes in the value of assets under advisement can
come from two primary sources: gains or losses related to overall trends in market performance, and net inflows or
outflows caused when investors add to or redeem shares from these portfolios.

We cannot separately quantify cash inflows and outflows for these portfolios because we do not have custody of the
assets in the majority of our investment management businesses. The information we receive from many of our clients
does not separately identify the effect of cash inflows and outflows on asset balances for each period. We also cannot
precisely quantify the effect of market appreciation or depreciation because the majority of our clients have
discretionary authority to implement their own portfolio allocations.

(4) We cannot separately quantify the factors affecting assets under management and advisement for our managed
retirement accounts. These factors primarily consist of employer and employee contributions, plan administrative fees,
market movements, and participant loans and hardship withdrawals. We cannot quantify the effect of these other
factors because the information we receive from the plan providers does not separately identify these transactions or
the changes in balances caused by market movement.

Three and Nine Months Ended September 30, 2014 vs. Three and Nine Months Ended September 30, 2013

Consolidated Results

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
Key Metrics ($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Revenue $193,106 $173,482 11.3  % $563,656 $517,766 8.9  %
Operating income $45,261 $44,613 1.5  % $59,013 $128,757 (54.2 )%
Operating margin 23.4 % 25.7 % (2.3 ) pp 10.5 % 24.9 % (14.4 ) pp

Cash used for investing
activities $(7,263 ) $(29,923 ) (75.7 )% $(14,466 ) $(45,616 ) (68.3 )%

Cash provided by (used
for) financing activities $19,601 $(14,135 ) (238.7 )% $(33,432 ) $(72,516 ) (53.9 )%

Cash provided by
operating activities $8,600 $47,078 (81.7 )% $75,288 $132,213 (43.1 )%

Capital expenditures (11,957 ) (9,069 ) 31.8  % (42,756 ) (27,950 ) 53.0  %
Free cash flow $(3,357 ) $38,009 (108.8 )% $32,532 $104,263 (68.8 )%

____________________________________________________________________________________________
pp — percentage points

To supplement our consolidated financial statements presented in accordance with U.S. Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP), we use the following measures considered as non-GAAP by the SEC: consolidated
revenue excluding acquisitions and foreign currency translations (organic revenue), consolidated operating income
excluding the litigation settlement (adjusted operating income), consolidated operating margin excluding the litigation
settlement (adjusted operating margin), and free cash flow. These non-GAAP measures may not be comparable to
similarly titled measures reported by other companies.
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We present consolidated revenue excluding acquisitions and foreign currency translations (organic revenue) because
the company believes this non-GAAP measure helps investors better compare period-over-period results.

We define free cash flow as cash provided by or used for operating activities less capital expenditures. We present free
cash flow solely as supplemental disclosure to help investors better understand how much cash is available after we
spend money to operate our business. Our management team uses free cash flow to evaluate our business. Free cash
flow is not equivalent to any measure required to be reported under GAAP. Also, the free cash flow definition we use
may not be comparable to similarly titled measures used by other companies.
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Overview of Consolidated Results

Our consolidated revenue increased by about 11.3% in the third quarter of 2014 and 8.9% in the first nine months of
2014. We reported consolidated operating income of $45.3 million in the third quarter of 2014, compared with
operating income of $44.6 million in the same period a year ago. During the first nine months of 2014, we recorded an
expense of $61.0 million—approximately $38.2 million after taxes, or 85 cents per share—related to a previously
announced litigation settlement with Business Logic Holding Corporation (the Business Logic litigation settlement).
As a result, for the first nine months of 2014, we reported operating income of $59.0 million, compared with $128.8
million in the first nine months of 2013.

Excluding the Business Logic litigation settlement, our adjusted operating income declined in the first nine months of
2014, mainly because of higher compensation expense from additional headcount, reflecting new hires as well as
acquisitions. We discuss these trends in more detail in the Consolidated Operating Expense section that follows. 

Consolidated Revenue

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Investment information $152,252 $137,216 11.0 % $443,049 $412,332 7.4 %
Investment management 40,854 36,266 12.7 % 120,607 105,434 14.4 %
Consolidated revenue $193,106 $173,482 11.3 % $563,656 $517,766 8.9 %

In the third quarter of 2014, consolidated revenue increased 11.3% to $193.1 million, compared with $173.5 million in
the third quarter of 2013. Some of the main product contributors to the increase were Morningstar Credit Ratings (our
structured credit research and ratings business), Morningstar Direct, Morningstar Managed Portfolios, and
Morningstar Retirement Solutions. Positive results for these products were partially offset by a $2.3 million decline
for Principia. We have been migrating some Principia clients to Morningstar Advisor Workstation and other products.
Revenue for Investment Advisory services was down $0.7 million, reflecting the ongoing effect of clients moving to
in-house management for fund-of-funds portfolios in the variable annuity industry.

For the first nine months of 2014, consolidated revenue was up 8.9% to $563.7 million, compared with $517.8 million
in the same period of 2013. Morningstar Direct, Morningstar Retirement Solutions, Morningstar Data, and
Morningstar Managed Portfolios were the main positive contributors, partially offset by lower revenue for Principia
and, to a lesser extent, Investment Advisory services.

Investment information revenue

Investment information revenue, which makes up approximately 79% of our consolidated revenue, increased $15.0
million, or 11.0%, in the third quarter of 2014. Morningstar Credit Ratings (our structured credit research and ratings
business) rose $5.9 million as a result of higher new issuance volume. Morningstar Direct revenue rose $3.6 million.
Growth in Morningstar Direct reflects additional licenses for both new and existing clients. Revenue for Morningstar
Advisor Workstation (including Morningstar Office) rose $1.8 million, which was offset by a $2.3 million drop in
revenue for Principia.

For the first nine months of 2014, investment information revenue increased $30.7 million, or 7.4%, mainly because
of higher revenue for Morningstar Direct and Morningstar Data. Revenue for Morningstar Advisor Workstation
(including Morningstar Office) also increased, but was offset by lower revenue for Principia.
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Investment management revenue

Investment management revenue, which makes up approximately 21% of consolidated revenue, was up $4.6 million,
or 12.7%, in the third quarter of 2014, driven by higher revenue for Morningstar Retirement Solutions and
Morningstar Managed Portfolios. Assets under management and advisement for both areas rose about 30% year over
year, reflecting net inflows and positive market returns over the past 12 months.

Companies that offer variable annuities have continued to face difficult market conditions, which has prompted some
of our clients to begin managing their fund-of-funds portfolios in-house instead of using outside subadvisors.
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Because of this trend, assets under advisement for our Investment Advisory services as of September 30, 2014 were
$25.7 billion lower versus the same date in 2013.

For the first nine months of 2014, investment management revenue increased $15.2 million, or 14.4%, with growth
driven mainly by Morningstar Retirement Solutions and Morningstar Managed Portfolios. Both product lines
benefited from strong market performance and asset inflows.

Revenue from asset-based fees made up approximately 12% of total consolidated revenue in the third quarter and first
nine months of 2014 and 2013.

Organic revenue

To allow for more meaningful comparisons of our results in different periods, we provide information about organic
revenue, which reflects our underlying business excluding acquisitions, divestitures, and the effect of foreign currency
translations. We had $2.8 million of incremental revenue in the third quarter of 2014 from acquiring ByAllAccounts
and HelloWallet, as well as a slight benefit from foreign currency translations. Excluding these two factors, organic
revenue rose 9.3% in the third quarter of 2014.

For the first nine months of 2014, we had $6.8 million of incremental revenue from acquisitions, primarily from
ByAllAccounts and purchasing the remaining ownership interest in Morningstar Sweden. We had a slight benefit
from foreign currency translations, and organic revenue increased about 7.4% for the nine-month period.

The table below reconciles consolidated revenue with organic revenue (revenue excluding acquisitions, divestitures,
and the effect of foreign currency translations):

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Consolidated revenue $193,106 $173,482 11.3 %$563,656 $517,766 8.9 %
Less: acquisitions (2,752 ) — NMF (6,823 ) — NMF
Less: divestitures — — NMF — — NMF
Favorable effect of foreign currency
translations (683 ) — NMF (762 ) — NMF

Organic revenue $189,671 $173,482 9.3 %$556,071 $517,766 7.4 %
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
NMF - not meaningful

Organic revenue (revenue excluding acquisitions, divestitures, and the effect of foreign currency translations) is
considered a non-GAAP financial measure. The definition of organic revenue we use may not be the same as similarly
titled measures used by other companies. Organic revenue should not be considered an alternative to any measure of
performance as promulgated under GAAP.
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Revenue by region
Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30

($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
United States $141,276 $124,998 13.0  % $407,681 $372,746 9.4  %

United Kingdom 15,190 14,148 7.4  % 46,071 41,316 11.5  %
Continental Europe 15,562 14,666 6.1  % 47,109 41,826 12.6  %
Australia 8,866 8,041 10.3  % 26,267 26,569 (1.1 )%
Canada 7,391 7,603 (2.8 )% 22,599 23,151 (2.4 )%
Asia 3,950 3,363 17.5  % 11,547 10,236 12.8  %
Other 871 663 31.4  % 2,382 1,922 23.9  %
Total International 51,830 48,484 6.9  % 155,975 145,020 7.6  %

Consolidated revenue $193,106 $173,482 11.3  % $563,656 $517,766 8.9  %

International revenue made up about 28% of our consolidated revenue in the first nine months of both 2014 and 2013.
About 60% of this amount is from Continental Europe and the United Kingdom; we also generate significant
international revenue from Australia and Canada.

Revenue from international operations rose $3.3 million, or 6.9%, in the third quarter. Excluding acquisitions and
foreign currency translations, revenue from international operations increased 5.5%, mainly reflecting growth in
Continental Europe and Australia.

For the first nine months of 2014, revenue from international operations was up $11.0 million, or 7.6%. Excluding
acquisitions and the positive effect of foreign currency translations, revenue from international operations increased
5.7%. Our operations in Continental Europe and Australia were the main contributors to the increase, followed by the
United Kingdom and Canada.

The table below presents a reconciliation from international revenue to international organic revenue (international
revenue excluding acquisitions, divestitures, and the effect of foreign currency translations):

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
International revenue $51,830 $48,484 6.9 % $155,975 $145,020 7.6 %
Less: acquisitions — — NMF (1,949 ) — NMF
Less: divestitures — — NMF — — NMF
Favorable effect of foreign currency
translations (683 ) — NMF (762 ) — NMF

International organic revenue $51,147 $48,484 5.5 % $153,264 $145,020 5.7 %

International organic revenue (international revenue excluding acquisitions, divestitures, and the effect of foreign
currency translations) is considered a non-GAAP financial measure. The definition we use for this measure may not
be the same as similarly titled measures used by other companies. International organic revenue should not be
considered an alternative to any measure of performance as promulgated under GAAP.
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Consolidated Operating Expense

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Cost of revenue (1) $80,142 $72,422 10.7 % $237,243 $198,499 19.5 %
  % of revenue 41.5 % 41.7 % (0.2 ) pp 42.1 % 38.3 % 3.8 pp
Sales and marketing 26,761 22,774 17.5 % 83,138 78,789 5.5 %
  % of revenue 13.9 % 13.1 % 0.8 pp 14.7 % 15.2 % (0.5 ) pp
General and
administrative 26,384 22,416 17.7 % 82,926 77,863 6.5 %

  % of revenue 13.7 % 12.9 % 0.8 pp 14.7 % 15.0 % (0.3 ) pp
Depreciation and
amortization 14,558 11,257 29.3 % 40,336 33,858 19.1 %

  % of revenue 7.5 % 6.5 % 1.0 pp 7.2 % 6.5 % 0.7 pp
Litigation settlement — — — 61,000 — —
  % of revenue — % — % — pp 10.8 % — % 10.8 pp
Total operating expense
(2) (3) $147,845 $128,869 14.7 % $504,643 $389,009 29.7 %

  % of revenue 76.6 % 74.3 % 2.3 pp 89.5 % 75.1 % 14.4 pp

(1) We now include development expense in the cost of revenue category, which we previously referred to as cost of
goods sold. We have reclassified development expense to include it in cost of revenue for all periods presented. We
previously reported development expense as a separate operating expense category.

Separately, as a result of moving to a more centralized structure in the third quarter of 2013 (including new positions
created, changes in focus for some existing roles, and the refinement of employee cost categorizations), approximately
180 net positions shifted from the general and administrative and sales and marketing categories to cost of revenue.
For the first nine months of 2014 compared with the same period in 2013, these changes added approximately $14
million of compensation expense to cost of revenue, and reduced the compensation expense in our sales and
marketing and general and administrative expense categories by approximately $8 million and $6 million,
respectively. These changes did not affect our total operating expense or operating income for any of the periods
presented.

(2) Includes stock-based compensation expense of:
Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30

($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Stock-based compensation
expense $4,951 $3,416 44.9 % $13,253 $11,153 18.8 %

  % of revenue 2.6 % 2.0 % 0.6 pp 2.4 % 2.2 % 0.2 pp

(3) Includes bonus expense of:
Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30

($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Bonus expense $10,292 $10,528 (2.2 )% $35,811 $30,682 16.7 %
  % of revenue 5.3 % 6.1 % (0.8 ) pp 6.4 % 5.9 % 0.5 pp
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Consolidated operating expense increased $18.9 million, or 14.7%, in the third quarter of 2014, and $115.6 million, or
29.7%, in the first nine months of the year. The $61.0 million Business Logic litigation settlement expense contributed
the majority of the change in operating expense during the first nine months of 2014.

Higher compensation expense (including salaries, bonus, and other company-sponsored benefits) also contributed to
expense growth in both periods. We had approximately 3,800 employees worldwide as of September 30, 2014,
compared with 3,490 as of September 30, 2013. We hired about 300 additional employees year over year for product
and technology roles in the United States as well as data analysts based in India to support our existing business and
new initiatives. Headcount increased by about 100 because of the ByAllAccounts and HelloWallet acquisitions.
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Commission expense rose $1.8 million in the third quarter and $6.8 million in the first nine months of 2014, mainly
because we changed to a new sales commission structure that requires a different accounting treatment. We now
expense commissions as incurred instead of amortizing them over the term of the underlying contracts. However, we
are continuing to amortize the prepaid commission balance from our previous commission plan. We expect to incur
additional commission expense for the next several quarters because of this change.

Professional fees were up $0.5 million in the third quarter and $4.1 million in the first nine months of 2014, mainly
because of higher legal expense and consulting costs.

The expense growth in both periods was partially offset by a step up in capitalized software development, which
reduced operating expense. In the third quarter of 2014, we capitalized $2.9 million of software development costs
related to ongoing enhancements for some of our key platforms, including Morningstar Direct, Morningstar Advisor
Workstation, and Morningstar.com, as well as an additional $2.2 million of expense for new development of upgraded
software platforms. For the first nine months of 2014, we capitalized $13.6 million of software development expense,
including $7.2 million for ongoing enhancements of key platforms and an additional $6.4 million for new
development of upgraded software platforms.

Cost of revenue

Cost of revenue is our largest category of operating expense, representing about one-half of our total operating
expense. Our business relies heavily on human capital, and cost of revenue includes the compensation expense for
employees who produce our products and services. Compensation expense for approximately 80% of our employees
is included in this category. We now include development expense in this category and have reclassified development
expense to include it in cost of revenue for all periods presented.

Cost of revenue increased $7.7 million in the third quarter of 2014. Higher salary expense was the primary contributor
to the increase. Higher expense for other compensation and employee benefits driven by higher headcount also
contributed to the change in this category. Production expense for key products also increased.

For the first nine months of 2014, cost of revenue was up $38.7 million. Higher salary expense of $28.0 million was
the primary contributor to the increase (including an increase of approximately $14 million from the shift in expense
categories as a result of our move to a more centralized structure). Higher expense for bonus and other compensation
driven by higher headcount also contributed to the change in this category. Production expense for key products also
increased.

Partially offsetting these increases was an increase in capitalized software development, which reduced cost of
revenue in both periods. We capitalized $5.1 million of compensation expense associated with software development
activities in the third quarter of 2014 and $13.6 million in the first nine months of 2014. For comparison, we
capitalized $2.1 million of expense in the third quarter of 2013 and $5.9 million in the first nine months of 2013.

As a percentage of revenue, cost of revenue decreased by about 0.2 percentage points in the third quarter and
increased 3.8 percentage points in the first nine months of 2014, mainly because of additional employees included in
this category as well as new hires.

Sales and marketing

Sales and marketing expense increased $4.0 million in the third quarter of 2014. Higher sales commission expense of
$1.7 million (mainly reflecting of the change in sales commission plan discussed above) as well as higher salary
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expense of $1.3 million were the primary contributors to the increase.

For the first nine months of 2014, sales and marketing expense was up about $4.3 million. Sales commission expense
(mainly reflecting of the change in sales commission plan discussed above) and advertising and marketing expense
were the main reasons for this increase. These increases were offset by lower salary expense (including a decrease of
$8 million from the shift in expense categories discussed above) as well as lower costs for travel, training, telephone,
and conferences.

As a percentage of revenue, sales and marketing expense increased 0.8 percentage points in the third quarter of 2014
and decreased by 0.5 percentage points in the first nine months of the year.
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General and administrative

General and administrative (G&A) expense increased $4.0 million in the third quarter of 2014, mainly because of
higher rent and employee compensation expense.

For the first nine months of 2014, general and administrative expense was up $5.1 million. The increase mainly
reflects higher costs for professional fees, which was partially offset by lower salary costs included in this category
(including a decrease of $6 million from the shift in expense categories discussed above). In addition, we recorded a
credit of $1.5 million for damages received in connection with a legal matter in the first quarter of 2014, which
partially offset increases in legal and other professional fees. Rent expense as well as benefit costs also increased
during the first nine months of 2014.

As a percentage of revenue, G&A expense increased 0.8 percentage points in the third quarter of 2014 and decreased
0.3 percentage points in the first nine months of the year, mainly because of the shift in expense categories.

Depreciation and amortization

Intangible amortization expense increased $0.6 million in the third quarter of 2014, as additional amortization expense
for the intangible assets of HelloWallet and ByAllAccounts was largely offset by the completed amortization of
certain intangible assets from some previous acquisitions. However, depreciation expense rose $2.7 million in the
quarter, primarily driven by higher capital expenditures for computer software and incremental capitalized software
development costs for our operations in the United States.

For the first nine months of 2014, intangible amortization expense was up about $0.3 million, as certain intangible
assets from some previous acquisitions are now fully amortized. Depreciation expense increased by $6.2 million,
largely driven by the same factors that contributed to growth in depreciation in the third quarter of 2014.

We expect that amortization of intangible assets will be an ongoing cost for the remaining lives of the assets. We
estimate that aggregate amortization expense for intangible assets will be approximately $22.1 million in 2014 and
$22.3 million in 2015. Our estimates of future amortization expense for intangible assets may be affected by
additional acquisitions, dispositions, changes in the estimated average useful lives, and currency translations.

As a percentage of revenue, depreciation and amortization expense increased slightly in both the third quarter and first
nine months of 2014.

Litigation settlement

We recorded a $61.0 million litigation settlement expense in the second quarter of 2014 related to our agreement with
Business Logic. This settlement contributed the majority of the increase in operating expense for the first nine months
of 2014.

Consolidated Operating Income

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Operating income $45,261 $44,613 1.5 % $59,013 $128,757 (54.2 )%
% of revenue 23.4 % 25.7 % (2.3 ) pp 10.5 % 24.9 % (14.4 ) pp

Edgar Filing: Morningstar, Inc. - Form 10-Q

60



Consolidated operating income increased $0.7 million in the third quarter of 2014, as revenue increased $19.6 million
and operating expense increased $18.9 million. Operating margin was 23.4%, down 2.3 percentage points compared
with the third quarter of 2013.

Consolidated operating income decreased $69.7 million in the first nine months of 2014 as revenue increased $45.9
million and operating expense increased $115.6 million. Operating margin was 10.5%, down 14.4 percentage points
compared with the first three quarters of 2013.
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The $61.0 million Business Logic litigation settlement was the biggest contributor to the decline in operating income
and operating margin in the first nine months of 2014. We also had higher salary and other compensation-related
expense from additional headcount, reflecting both new hires and employees added with the ByAllAccounts and
HelloWallet acquisitions.

Excluding the Business Logic litigation settlement, we reported adjusted operating income of $120.0 million for the
first nine months of 2014, a decrease of 6.8%. Adjusted operating income is a non-GAAP measure; the table below
shows a reconciliation to the comparable GAAP measure.

We present adjusted operating income (operating income excluding the Business Logic litigation settlement) to show
the effect of this charge, better reflect period-over-period comparisons, and improve overall understanding of our
current and future financial performance.

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Operating income (loss) $45,261 $44,613 1.5 % $59,013 $128,757 (54.2 )%
Less: litigation settlement — — — 61,000 — —
Adjusted operating income $45,261 $44,613 1.5 % $120,013 $128,757 (6.8 )%

Excluding the Business Logic litigation settlement, we reported an adjusted operating margin of 21.3% for the first
nine months of 2014, a decrease of 3.6 percentage points. Adjusted operating margin is a non-GAAP measure; the
table below shows a reconciliation to the comparable GAAP measure.

We present adjusted operating margin (operating margin excluding the Business Logic litigation settlement) to show
the effect of this charge, better reflect period-over-period comparisons, and improve overall understanding of our
current and future financial performance.

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Operating margin 23.4 % 25.7 % (2.3 ) pp 10.5 % 24.9 % (14.4 ) pp
Less: litigation settlement — % — % — pp 10.8 % — % 10.8 pp
Adjusted operating margin 23.4 % 25.7 % (2.3 ) pp 21.3 % 24.9 % (3.6 ) pp

Equity in Net Income of Unconsolidated Entities, Non-Operating Income (Expense), and Income Tax Expense
(Benefit)

Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities $337 $315 $1,433 $1,172

Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities includes our portion of the net income (loss) of Morningstar Japan
K.K. (MJKK), YCharts, Inc., and Inquiry Financial Europe AB. In the first four months of 2013, this category also
included our portion of the net income (loss) of Morningstar Sweden. In May 2013, we acquired an additional 76%
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interest in Morningstar Sweden, increasing our ownership interest to 100%. Because Morningstar Sweden is now a
wholly owned subsidiary, we no longer account for our investment using the equity method.

Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities is primarily from our position in MJKK.
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Non-operating income (expense)

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Interest income $658 $673 $2,021 $2,180
Interest expense (143 ) (43 ) (287 ) (145 )
Gain (loss) on sale of investments, net 158 (42 ) 505 1,106
Holding gain upon acquisition of additional
ownership of equity and cost method investments — (78 ) 5,168 3,635

Other income (expense), net (971 ) 261 (942 ) (1,949 )
Non-operating income (loss), net $(298 ) $771 $6,465 $4,827

Interest income mainly reflects interest from our investment portfolio. Interest expense mainly relates to the
outstanding principal balance on the credit facility we established in the third quarter of 2014.

Non-operating income for the first nine months of 2014 includes the $5.2 million gain we recorded with our purchase
of the remaining ownership interest in HelloWallet, which was previously a minority investment. Non-operating
income for the first nine months of 2013 includes the $3.6 million gain we recorded with our purchase of the
remaining ownership interest in Morningstar Sweden, which was previously a minority investment.

Other income (expense), net also includes foreign currency exchange gains and losses arising from the ordinary course
of business related to our U.S. and non-U.S. operations and royalty income from MJKK.

Income tax expense

The following table shows our effective tax rate:

Three months ended September
30

Nine months ended September
30

($000) 2014 2013 2014 2013
Income before income taxes and equity in net
income of unconsolidated entities $44,963 $45,384 $65,478 $133,584

Equity in net income of unconsolidated entities 337 315 1,433 1,172
Net loss attributable to the noncontrolling
interest 29 29 64 93

Total $45,329 $45,728 $66,975 $134,849
Income tax expense $15,149 $14,265 $20,188 $42,647
Effective tax rate 33.4 % 31.2 % 30.1 % 31.6 %

Our effective tax rate in the third quarter of 2014 was 33.4%, an increase of 2.2 percentage points compared with
31.2% in the prior-year period. The increase primarily reflects deferred income tax benefits and additional tax credits
and incentives that were recognized in the prior-year period.

During the first nine months of 2014, we reported income before income taxes and equity in net income of
unconsolidated entities of $65.5 million, which included litigation settlement expense of $61.0 million that is
deductible for tax purposes. In the same period, we realized a $5.2 million non-taxable gain in connection with the
purchase of the remaining ownership interest in HelloWallet. Because of these two items, we reported an income tax
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expense of $20.2 million, which is equivalent to a 30.1% effective tax rate. This rate is lower than the statutory rate
mainly because of the non-taxable gain of $5.2 million.

39

Edgar Filing: Morningstar, Inc. - Form 10-Q

65



Table of Contents

Liquidity and Capital Resources

We believe our available cash balances and investments, along with cash generated from operations and our line of
credit, will be sufficient to meet our operating and cash needs for at least the next 12 months. We invest our cash
reserves in cash equivalents and investments. We maintain a conservative investment policy for our investments. We
invest a portion of our investments balance (approximately $21.2 million, or 55% of our total investments balance as
of September 30, 2014) in proprietary Morningstar portfolios, exchange-traded funds that seek to track the
performance of certain Morningstar proprietary indexes, and various mutual funds. These portfolios may consist of
stocks, bonds, options, mutual funds, or exchange-traded funds.

Approximately 34% of our cash, cash equivalents, and investments as of September 30, 2014 was held by our
operations in the United States, down from about 51% as of December 31, 2013. We do not expect to repatriate
earnings from our foreign subsidiaries in the foreseeable future. We have not recognized deferred tax liabilities for the
portion of the outside basis differences (including unremitted earnings) relating to foreign subsidiaries because the
investment in these subsidiaries is considered to be permanent in duration. Quantification of the deferred tax liability
associated with these outside basis differences is not practicable.

We intend to use our cash, cash equivalents, and investments for general corporate purposes, including working
capital and funding future growth.

Cash provided by operating activities is our main source of cash. In the first nine months of 2014, cash provided by
operating activities was $75.3 million, driven by $85.9 million of net income, adjusted for non-cash items, partially
offset by $10.6 million in changes from our net operating assets and liabilities.

As of September 30, 2014, we had cash, cash equivalents, and investments of $227.8 million, a decrease of $70.8
million compared with $298.6 million as of December 31, 2013. The decrease reflects $64.4 million used for the
acquisitions of ByAllAccounts and HelloWallet, $61.0 million for the Business Logic litigation settlement payment,
$42.8 million of capital expenditures, $42.1 million used to repurchase common stock through our share repurchase
program, and bonus payments of $39.8 million made during the first quarter of 2014 related to the 2013 bonus. These
outflows were partially offset by cash provided by operating activities and the $30.0 million drawn on the credit
facility described below.

In July 2014, we established a $75.0 million single-bank revolving credit facility in the United States, which we intend
to use for general corporate purposes. We drew on this credit facility during the third quarter of 2014 and had an
outstanding principal balance of $30.0 million as of September 30, 2014 at an interest rate of LIBOR plus 100 basis
points, leaving borrowing availability of $45.0 million.

In the first nine months of 2014, we also paid dividends of $22.9 million. In September 2014, our board of directors
approved a payment of a regular quarterly dividend of 17.0 cents per share payable on October 31, 2014 to
shareholders of record as of October 10, 2014.

In December 2013, our board approved a $200.0 million increase to our share repurchase program, bringing the total
amount authorized under the program to $700.0 million. We may repurchase shares from time to time at prevailing
market prices on the open market or in private transactions in amounts that we deem appropriate. In the first nine
months of 2014, we repurchased a total of 0.6 million shares for $45.8 million, of which $3.7 million was settled and
paid early in the fourth quarter of 2014. As of September 30, 2014, we have repurchased a total of 7.7 million shares
for $495.6 million since we announced the share repurchase program in September 2010.
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We expect to continue making capital expenditures in 2014, primarily for internally developed software, leasehold
improvements for new and existing office locations, and computer hardware and software.
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Consolidated Free Cash Flow

As described in more detail above, we define free cash flow as cash provided by or used for operating activities less
capital expenditures.

Three months ended September 30 Nine months ended September 30
($000) 2014 2013 Change 2014 2013 Change
Cash provided by operating
activities $8,600 $47,078 (81.7 )% $75,288 $132,213 (43.1 )%

Capital expenditures (11,957 ) (9,069 ) 31.8  % (42,756 ) (27,950 ) 53.0  %
Free cash flow $(3,357 ) $38,009 (108.8 )% $32,532 $104,263 (68.8 )%

We generated negative free cash flow of $3.4 million in the third quarter of 2014, a decrease of $41.4 million
compared with positive free cash flow of $38.0 million in the third quarter of 2013. The change reflects a $38.5
million decline in cash provided by operating activities, which was negatively impacted by the $61.0 million Business
Logic litigation settlement payment, as well as a $2.9 million increase in capital expenditures.

In the first nine months of 2014, we generated free cash flow of $32.5 million, a decrease of $71.7 million compared
with free cash flow of $104.3 million in the same period of 2013. The decrease reflects a $56.9 million decline in cash
provided by operating activities (including the $61.0 million Business Logic litigation settlement payment), as well as
a $14.8 million increase in capital expenditures.

Application of Critical Accounting Policies and Estimates

We discuss our critical accounting policies and estimates in Item 7. Management’s Discussion and Analysis of
Financial Condition and Results of Operations, included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended
December 31, 2013, as filed with the SEC on February 28, 2014. We also discuss our significant accounting policies
in Note 2 of our Audited Consolidated Financial Statements included in our Annual Report.
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Rule 10b5-1 Sales Plans

Our directors and executive officers may exercise stock options or purchase or sell shares of our common stock in the
market from time to time. We encourage them to make these transactions through plans that comply with Exchange
Act Rule 10b5-1(c). Morningstar will not receive any proceeds, other than proceeds from the exercise of stock
options, related to these transactions. The following table, which we are providing on a voluntary basis, shows the
Rule 10b5-1 sales plans entered into by our directors and executive officers that were in effect as of October 15, 2014:

Name and Position Date of
Plan

Plan
Termination
Date

Number of
Shares
to be
Sold under
the Plan

Timing of Sales under the Plan

Number
of Shares
Sold
under the
Plan
through
October
15, 2014

Projected
Beneficial
Ownership (1)

Cheryl Francis
Director 5/15/2014 12/31/2014 6,220

Shares to be sold under the
plan if the stock reaches
specified prices

— 17,023

Steve Kaplan
Director 2/26/2014 12/10/2014 4,000 Shares to be sold under the

plan on specified dates 1,000 49,345

Jack Noonan
Director 11/15/2012 5/2/2015 24,000

Shares to be sold under the
plan if the stock reaches
specified prices 21,000 60,523

Richard Robbins
General Counsel
and Corporate
Secretary

7/28/2014 1/31/2015 4,000

Shares to be sold under the
plan if the stock reaches
specified prices — 16,281

_______________________________
(1) This column reflects an estimate of the number of shares each identified director and executive officer will
beneficially own following the sale of all shares under the Rule 10b5-1 sales plans identified above. This information
reflects the beneficial ownership of our common stock on September 30, 2014, and includes shares of our common
stock subject to options that were then exercisable or that will have become exercisable by November 29, 2014 and
restricted stock units that will vest by November 29, 2014. The estimates do not reflect any changes to beneficial
ownership that may have occurred since September 30, 2014. Each director and executive officer identified in the
table may amend or terminate his or her Rule 10b5-1 sales plan and may adopt additional Rule 10b5-1 plans in the
future.

Item 3. Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures about Market Risk

Our investment portfolio is actively managed and may suffer losses from fluctuating interest rates, market prices, or
adverse security selection. We invest our investment portfolio mainly in proprietary Morningstar portfolios and
exchange-traded funds that seek to track the performance of certain Morningstar proprietary indexes, and various
mutual funds. As of September 30, 2014, our cash, cash equivalents, and investments balance was $227.8 million.
Based on our estimates, a 100 basis-point change in interest rates would not have a material effect on the fair value of
our investment portfolio.
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We are subject to risk from fluctuations in foreign currencies from our operations outside of the United States. Our
European operations are subject to currency risk related to the euro. To date, we have not engaged in currency
hedging, and we do not currently have any positions in derivative instruments to hedge our currency risk. Our results
could suffer if certain foreign currencies decline relative to the U.S. dollar. In addition, because we use the local
currency of our subsidiaries as the functional currency, we are affected by the translation of foreign currencies into
U.S. dollars.

Item 4. Controls and Procedures

(a)Evaluation and Disclosure Controls and Procedures

Disclosure controls and procedures are designed to reasonably assure that information required to be disclosed in the
reports filed or submitted under the Exchange Act is recorded, processed, summarized, and reported within the time
periods specified in the SEC’s rules and forms. Disclosure controls and procedures include, without limitation, controls
and procedures designed to reasonably assure that information required to be disclosed in the reports filed
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under the Exchange Act is accumulated and communicated to management, including the chief executive officer and
chief financial officer, as appropriate, to allow timely decisions regarding required disclosure.

We carried out an evaluation, under the supervision and with the participation of our management, including our chief
executive officer and chief financial officer, of the effectiveness of the design and operation of our disclosure controls
and procedures, as defined in Rules 13a-15(e) and 15d-15(e) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as of
September 30, 2014. Based on that evaluation, our chief executive officer and chief financial officer concluded that
our disclosure controls and procedures are effective to provide reasonable assurance that information required to be
disclosed in the reports we file or submit under the Exchange Act is recorded, processed, summarized, and reported as
and when required and is accumulated and communicated to management, including the chief executive officer and
chief financial officer, as appropriate, to allow timely decisions regarding required disclosure.

(b)Changes in Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

There were no changes in our internal control over financial reporting during the quarter ended September 30, 2014
that have materially affected, or are reasonably likely to materially affect, our internal control over financial reporting.
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PART 2. OTHER INFORMATION

Item 1. Legal Proceedings

We incorporate by reference the information regarding legal proceedings set forth in Note 12, Contingencies, of the
Notes to our Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements contained in Part 1, Item 1 of this Quarterly
Report on Form 10-Q.

Item 1A. Risk Factors

There have been no material changes to the risk factors disclosed in Item 1A—Risk Factors in our Annual Report on
Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013.

Item 2. Unregistered Sales of Equity Securities and Use of Proceeds

Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities*

The following table presents information related to repurchases of common stock we made during the three months
ended September 30, 2014:

Period:
Total number
of shares
purchased

Average
price paid
per share

Total number
of shares
purchased as
part of publicly
announced
programs (1)

Approximate
dollar value of
shares that
may yet be
purchased
under the
programs (1)

Cumulative through June 30, 2014 7,557,807 $64.36 7,557,807 $213,495,903
July 1, 2014 – July 31, 2014 — — — $213,495,903
August 1, 2014 – August 31, 2014 — — — $213,495,903
September 1, 2014 – September 30, 2014 133,851 68.18 133,851 $204,367,514
Total 7,691,658 $64.43 7,691,658

 _________________________________________________
* Subject to applicable law, we may repurchase shares at prevailing market prices directly on the open market or in
privately negotiated transactions in amounts that we deem appropriate.

(1)
We have an ongoing authorization, originally approved by our board of directors in September 2010, and
subsequently amended, to repurchase up to $700 million in shares of our outstanding common stock. The
authorization expires on December 31, 2015.

Item 6. Exhibits

Incorporated by reference to Exhibit Index included herewith.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

MORNINGSTAR, INC.

Date: October 30, 2014 By: /s/ Stéphane Biehler

Stéphane Biehler
Chief Financial Officer
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit No Description of Exhibit

31.1† Certification of Chief Executive Officer pursuant to Rule 13a-14(a) and 15d-14(a) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended

31.2† Certification of Chief Financial Officer pursuant to Rule 13a-14(a) and 15d-14(a) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended

32.1† Certification of Chief Executive Officer Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 1350, as adopted pursuant to Section 906
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002

32.2† Certification of Chief Financial Officer Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 1350, as adopted pursuant to Section 906
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002

101†

The following financial information from Morningstar Inc.’s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the
quarter ended September 30, 2014, filed with the SEC on October 30, 2014 formatted in XBRL:
(i) Condensed Consolidated Statements of Income, (ii) Condensed Consolidated Statements of
Comprehensive Income (iii) Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets, (iv) Condensed Consolidated
Statement of Equity, (v) Condensed Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows and (vi) the Notes to
Unaudited Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements

 ______________________________________

† Filed herewith.
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