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UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d)

of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): April 11, 2014

CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Texas 1-31447 74-0694415
(State or other jurisdiction

of incorporation)

(Commission

File Number)

(IRS Employer

Identification No.)
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1111 Louisiana

Houston, Texas 77002
(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

Registrant�s telephone number, including area code: (713) 207-1111

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 8.01. OTHER EVENTS.
We periodically evaluate our executive compensation programs in light of Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue
Code. This section generally limits the tax deductibility of compensation in excess of $1 million for certain executive
officers, unless the compensation meets rules qualifying it as performance-based compensation. Generally, we intend
to structure our compensation programs in a manner that maximizes tax deductibility, but we recognize that there may
be situations in which the best interests of shareholders are served by administering some elements of compensation in
a way that may not meet the requirements for performance-based compensation under Section 162(m).

In order to be compliant with these provisions of Section 162(m), we intend to submit the performance goals under
our long-term incentive plan for shareholder approval at our annual meeting in 2015. We currently expect that any
2015 annual performance-based grants made under our long-term incentive plan to certain of our officers who are (or
who we anticipate may be) �covered employees� for purposes of Section 162(m) will be made subject to such
shareholder approval in order to be Section 162(m) compliant.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC.

Date: April 11, 2014 By: /s/ Christopher J. Arntzen
Christopher J. Arntzen
Vice President, Deputy General Counsel
and Assistant Corporate Secretary
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