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JOINT PROXY STATEMENT/ PROSPECTUS

MERGER PROPOSED � YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT

The board of directors of Contango Oil & Gas Company (�Contango�) and the board of directors of Crimson Exploration Inc. (�Crimson�) have each approved an
Agreement and Plan of Merger (the �merger agreement�) which provides for the acquisition of Crimson by Contango. Pursuant to the terms of the merger
agreement, a wholly owned subsidiary of Contango will merge with and into Crimson, with Crimson surviving as a wholly owned subsidiary of Contango (the
�merger�).

If the merger is completed, each share of Crimson common stock outstanding immediately before that time (including restricted shares of Crimson common stock
that become vested and unrestricted by virtue of the merger) will automatically be converted into the right to receive 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock.
This exchange ratio is fixed and will not be adjusted to reflect stock price changes prior to the closing of the merger. Shares of Contango common stock
outstanding before the merger is completed will remain outstanding and will not be exchanged, converted or otherwise changed in the merger. Contango common
stock and Crimson common stock are currently traded on the NYSE MKT and the NASDAQ Global Market, respectively, under the symbols �MCF� and �CXPO,�
respectively. We urge you to obtain current market quotations of Contango and Crimson common stock.

We intend for the merger to qualify as a �reorganization� under United States federal tax law. Accordingly, Crimson stockholders are not expected to recognize any
gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax purposes upon the exchange of shares of Crimson common stock for shares of Contango common stock pursuant to the
merger, except with respect to cash received in lieu of fractional shares of Contango common stock.

Based on the estimated number of shares of Contango and Crimson common stock that will be outstanding immediately prior to the closing of the merger, we
estimate that, upon such closing, existing Contango stockholders will own approximately 79.7% of Contango following the merger and former Crimson
stockholders will own approximately 20.3% of Contango following the merger.

At a special meeting of Contango stockholders, Contango stockholders will be asked to vote on the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango
common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. Approval of this proposal requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of
Contango common stock, present in person or represented by proxy at the Contango special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, assuming a quorum. At the
special meeting, Contango stockholders will also be asked to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to
Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed transactions.

The Estate of Kenneth R. Peak, Brad Juneau and certain of the executive officers of Contango have each entered into an agreement with Crimson under which,
subject to the terms and conditions of the agreement, each has agreed to vote all of the Contango shares it holds in favor of the issuance of shares of Contango
common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. As of the date of this document, such parties hold and are entitled to vote in the aggregate
approximately 10.6% of the issued and outstanding shares of Contango common stock entitled to vote at the Contango special meeting.

At a special meeting of Crimson stockholders, Crimson stockholders will be asked to vote on the adoption of the merger agreement, the merger and the other
transactions contemplated by the merger agreement. Approval of this proposal requires the affirmative vote of a majority of all the votes entitled to be cast by the
holders of Crimson common stock. At the special meeting, Crimson stockholders will also be asked to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the
compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed transactions.

OCM Crimson Holdings, LLC and OCM GW Holdings, LLC, each an affiliate of Oaktree Capital Management, L.P. and each of the executive officers of
Crimson have entered into an agreement with Contango under which, subject to the terms and conditions of the merger agreement, each has agreed to vote all of
the Crimson shares it holds in favor of the merger. As of the date of this document, such parties hold and are entitled to vote in the aggregate approximately
37.25% of the issued and outstanding shares of Crimson common stock entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting.
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The Contango board of directors unanimously recommends that the Contango stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of
Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger, �FOR� the approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the
compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed
transactions and �FOR� the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further
solicitation of proxies.

The Crimson board of directors unanimously recommends that the Crimson stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the
merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, �FOR� the approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation
that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed transactions and �FOR� the
proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

The obligations of Contango and Crimson to complete the merger are subject to the satisfaction or waiver of several conditions. The
accompanying joint proxy statement/prospectus contains detailed information about Contango, Crimson, the special meetings, the
merger agreement and the merger. Contango and Crimson encourage you to read the joint proxy statement/prospectus carefully and in
its entirety before voting, including the section entitled �Risk Factors� beginning on page 32.

We look forward to the successful combination of Contango and Crimson.

Sincerely,

Joseph J. Romano

Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer

Contango Oil & Gas Company

Allan D. Keel

President and Chief Executive Officer

Crimson Exploration Inc.
Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of the securities to be issued under
the joint proxy statement/prospectus or determined if the joint proxy statement/prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is
a criminal offense.

The joint proxy statement/prospectus is dated August 22, 2013 and is first being mailed to Contango stockholders and Crimson stockholders on or about August
26, 2013.
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Contango Oil & Gas Company

3700 Buffalo Speedway

Houston, Texas 77098

(713) 960-1901

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held On October 1, 2013

To the Stockholders of Contango Oil & Gas Company:

We are pleased to invite you to attend the special meeting of stockholders of Contango Oil & Gas Company, a Delaware corporation
(�Contango�), which will be held at 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Second Floor, Houston, Texas 77098, on October 1, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time,
for the following purposes:

� to vote on a proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock, par value $0.04 per share, to Crimson Exploration Inc.
(�Crimson�) stockholders in connection with the merger contemplated by the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated April 29, 2013, by and
among Contango, Crimson and Contango Acquisition, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Contango (�Merger Sub�), as it may be amended
from time to time (the �merger agreement�), a copy of which is included as Annex A to the joint proxy statement/prospectus of which this
notice is a part;

� to consider and cast an advisory (non-binding) vote on the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named
executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions; and

� to vote on a proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary or appropriate, to
solicit additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the first proposal listed
above.

Contango will transact no other business at the special meeting except such business as may properly be brought before the special meeting or
any adjournment or postponement thereof. Please refer to the joint proxy statement/prospectus of which this notice is a part for further
information with respect to the business to be transacted at the Contango special meeting.

The Contango board of directors has fixed the close of business on August 20, 2013 as the record date for the Contango special meeting. Only
Contango stockholders of record at that time are entitled to receive notice of, and to vote at, the Contango special meeting or any adjournment or
postponement thereof. A complete list of such stockholders will be available for inspection by any Contango stockholder for any purpose
germane to the special meeting during ordinary business hours for the ten days preceding the Contango special meeting at Contango�s offices at
the address on this notice. The eligible Contango stockholder list will also be available at the Contango special meeting for examination by any
stockholder present at such meeting.

The Estate of Kenneth R. Peak, Brad Juneau and certain of the executive officers of Contango have each entered into an agreement with
Crimson under which, subject to the terms and conditions of the agreement, each has agreed to vote all of the Contango shares it holds in favor
of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. As of the date of this document,
such parties hold in the aggregate approximately 10.6% of the outstanding shares of Contango common stock.
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Completion of the merger is conditioned on approval of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in
connection with the merger. Approval of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the
merger requires the approval of a majority of the votes cast at the Contango special meeting, assuming a quorum.

The Contango board of directors has unanimously approved the merger and the merger agreement and unanimously recommends that
Contango stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in
connection with the merger, �FOR� the approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become
payable to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed transactions and �FOR� the proposal
to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Your vote is very important, regardless of the number of shares that you own. Whether or not you expect to attend the Contango special
meeting in person, to ensure your representation at the Contango special meeting, we urge you to submit a proxy to vote your shares as
promptly as possible by (i) accessing the internet site listed on the Contango proxy card, (ii) calling the toll-free number listed on the
Contango proxy card or (iii) submitting your Contango proxy card by mail by using the provided self-addressed, stamped envelope.
Submitting a proxy will not prevent you from voting in person, but it will help to secure a quorum and avoid added solicitation costs. Any
eligible holder of Contango stock who is present at the Contango special meeting may vote in person, thereby canceling any previous proxy. In
any event, a proxy may be revoked in writing at any time before the Contango special meeting in the manner described in the accompanying
joint proxy statement/prospectus. If your shares are held in the name of a bank, broker or other nominee, please follow the instructions on the
voting instruction card furnished by such bank, broker or other nominee.

The enclosed joint proxy statement/prospectus provides a detailed description of the merger and the merger agreement and the other matters to
be considered at the Contango special meeting. We urge you to carefully read the joint proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents
incorporated by reference, and the Annexes in their entirety. If you have any questions concerning the merger or the joint proxy
statement/prospectus, would like additional copies or need help voting your shares of Contango common stock, please contact Contango�s proxy
solicitor:

Georgeson Inc.

480 Washington Boulevard, 26th Floor

Jersey City, NJ 07310

866-856-4733

By Order of the Contango Board of Directors,

Sergio Castro

Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, Treasurer and Secretary

Houston, Texas

August 22, 2013
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Crimson Exploration Inc.

717 Texas Ave, Suite 2900

Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 236-7400

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held On October 1, 2013

To the Stockholders of Crimson Exploration Inc.:

We are pleased to invite you to attend the special meeting of stockholders of Crimson Exploration Inc., a Delaware corporation (�Crimson�),
which will be held at Crimson�s offices at 717 Texas Avenue, Suite 2900, Houston, Texas 77002, on October 1, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time, for
the following purposes:

� to vote on a proposal to adopt the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of April 29, 2013, by and among Contango Oil & Gas
Company (�Contango�), Crimson and Contango Acquisition, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Contango (�Merger Sub�), as it may be
amended from time to time (the �merger agreement�), a copy of which is included as Annex A to the joint proxy statement/prospectus of
which this notice is a part, approve the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement;

� to consider and cast an advisory (non-binding) vote on the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named
executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions; and

� to vote on a proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary or appropriate, to
solicit additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the first proposal listed
above.

Crimson will transact no other business at the special meeting except such business as may properly be brought before the special meeting or
any adjournment or postponement thereof. Please refer to the joint proxy statement/prospectus of which this notice is a part for further
information with respect to the business to be transacted at the Crimson special meeting.

The Crimson board of directors has fixed the close of business on August 20, 2013 as the record date for the Crimson special meeting. Only
Crimson stockholders of record at that time are entitled to receive notice of, and to vote at, the Crimson special meeting or any adjournment or
postponement thereof. A complete list of such stockholders will be available for inspection by any Crimson stockholder for any purpose
germane to the special meeting during ordinary business hours for the ten days preceding the Crimson special meeting at Crimson�s offices at 717
Texas Ave, Suite 2900, Houston, Texas 77002. The eligible Crimson stockholder list will also be available at the Crimson special meeting for
examination by any stockholder present at such meeting.

OCM Crimson Holdings, LLC and OCM GW Holdings, LLC, each an affiliate of Oaktree Capital Management, L.P., and each of the executive
officers of Crimson have entered into an agreement with Contango and Merger Sub under which, subject to the terms and conditions of the
agreement, each has agreed to vote all of the Crimson shares it holds in favor of the merger. As of the date of this document, such parties hold
and are entitled to vote in the aggregate approximately 37.25% of the issued and outstanding shares of Crimson common stock entitled to vote at
the Crimson special meeting.

Completion of the merger is conditioned on approval and adoption of the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated
by the merger agreement by the Crimson stockholders, which requires the approval of a majority of the votes cast at the Crimson special
meeting, assuming a quorum.
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The Crimson board of directors has unanimously approved the merger and the merger agreement and unanimously recommends that
Crimson stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by
the merger agreement, �FOR� the approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become payable
to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise relates to the proposed transactions and �FOR� the proposal to
approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Your vote is very important, regardless of the number of shares that you own. Whether or not you expect to attend the Crimson special
meeting in person, to ensure your representation at the Crimson special meeting, we urge you to submit a proxy to vote your shares as
promptly as possible by (i) accessing the internet site listed on the Crimson proxy card, (ii) calling the toll-free number listed on the
Crimson proxy card or (iii) submitting your Crimson proxy card by mail by using the provided self-addressed, stamped envelope.
Submitting a proxy will not prevent you from voting in person, but it will help to secure a quorum and avoid added solicitation costs. Any
eligible holder of Crimson stock who is present at the Crimson special meeting may vote in person, thereby canceling any previous proxy. In any
event, a proxy may be revoked in writing at any time before the Crimson special meeting in the manner described in the accompanying joint
proxy statement/prospectus. If your shares are held in the name of a bank, broker or other nominee, please follow the instructions on the voting
instruction card furnished by such bank, broker or other nominee.

The enclosed joint proxy statement/prospectus provides a detailed description of the merger and the merger agreement and the other matters to
be considered at the Crimson special meeting. We urge you to carefully read the joint proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents
incorporated by reference, and the Annexes in their entirety. If you have any questions concerning the merger or the joint proxy
statement/prospectus, would like additional copies or need help voting your shares of Crimson common stock, please contact Crimson�s proxy
solicitor:

Morrow & Co., LLC

470 West Ave., 3rd Floor

Stamford, CT 06902

Stockholders, please call toll free: (888) 836-9724

Banks and Brokerage Firms, please call collect: (203) 658-9400

By Order of the Crimson Board of Directors,

John A. Thomas

General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Houston, Texas

August 22, 2013
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This joint proxy statement/prospectus incorporates important business and financial information about Contango and Crimson from other
documents that are not included in or delivered with this joint proxy statement/prospectus. This information is available to you without charge
upon your request. You can obtain the documents incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus free of charge by
requesting them in writing or by telephone from the appropriate company at the following addresses and telephone numbers:

Georgeson Inc.

480 Washington Boulevard, 26th Floor

Jersey City, NJ 07310

(866) 856-4733

Morrow & Co., LLC

470 West Avenue, 3rd Floor

Stamford, CT 06902

Stockholders, please call toll free: (888) 836-9724

Banks and Brokerage Firms, please call collect: (203) 658-9400
Investors may also consult Contango�s or Crimson�s website for more information about Contango or Crimson, respectively. Contango�s
website is www.contango.com. Crimson�s website is www.crimsonexploration.com. Information included on these websites is not
incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus.

If you would like to request any documents, please do so by September 13, 2013 in order to receive them before the special meetings.

For a more detailed description of the information incorporated by reference in this joint proxy statement/prospectus and how you may obtain it,
see �Where You Can Find More Information� beginning on page 160.

Edgar Filing: CONTANGO OIL & GAS CO - Form 424B3

Table of Contents 7



Table of Contents

ABOUT THIS JOINT PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS

This joint proxy statement/prospectus, which forms part of a registration statement on Form S-4 filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (the �SEC�) by Contango, constitutes a prospectus of Contango under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the �Securities Act�),
with respect to the shares of Contango common stock to be issued to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. This joint proxy
statement/prospectus also constitutes a joint proxy statement for both Contango and Crimson under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended (the �Exchange Act�). It also constitutes a notice of meeting with respect to the special meeting of Contango stockholders and a notice of
meeting with respect to the special meeting of Crimson stockholders.

You should rely only on the information contained in or incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus. No one has been
authorized to provide you with information that is different from that contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. This joint proxy statement/prospectus is dated August 22, 2013. You should not assume that the information contained in
this joint proxy statement/prospectus is accurate as of any date other than that date. You should not assume that the information incorporated by
reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus is accurate as of any date other than the date of the incorporated document. Neither our
mailing of this joint proxy statement/prospectus to Contango stockholders or Crimson stockholders nor the issuance by Contango of shares of
common stock pursuant to the merger agreement will create any implication to the contrary.

This joint proxy statement/prospectus does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities, or the
solicitation of a proxy, in any jurisdiction to or from any person to whom it is unlawful to make any such offer or solicitation.
Information contained in this joint proxy statement/prospectus regarding Contango has been provided by Contango and information
contained in this joint proxy statement/prospectus regarding Crimson has been provided by Crimson.

All references in this joint proxy statement/prospectus to �Contango� refer to Contango Oil & Gas Company, a Delaware corporation; all
references in this joint proxy statement/prospectus to �Merger Sub� refer to Contango Acquisition, Inc., a Delaware corporation and wholly owned
subsidiary of Contango formed for the sole purpose of effecting the merger; all references in this joint proxy statement/prospectus to �Crimson�
refer to Crimson Exploration Inc., a Delaware corporation; unless otherwise indicated or as the context requires, all references in this joint proxy
statement/prospectus to �we,� �our� and �us� refer to Contango and Crimson collectively; and, unless otherwise indicated or as the context requires, all
references to the �merger agreement� refer to the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of April 29, 2013, by and among Contango Oil & Gas
Company, Contango Acquisition, Inc. and Crimson Exploration Inc., which is incorporated by reference into this joint proxy
statement/prospectus and a copy of which is included as Annex A to this joint proxy statement/prospectus. Contango and Crimson, subject to
and following completion of the merger, are sometimes referred to in this joint proxy statement/prospectus as the �combined company.�
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following are some questions that you, as a Contango stockholder or a Crimson stockholder, may have regarding the merger and the other
matters being considered at the special meetings and the answers to those questions. Contango and Crimson urge you to carefully read the
remainder of this joint proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents incorporated by reference, and the Annexes in their entirety
because the information in this section does not provide all of the information that might be important to you with respect to the merger
agreement, the merger and the other matters being considered at the special meetings.

Q: Why am I receiving this joint proxy statement/prospectus?

A: Contango and Crimson have agreed to a business combination pursuant to the terms of the merger agreement that is described in this joint
proxy statement/prospectus. A copy of the merger agreement is included in this joint proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A.

In order to complete the merger, among other conditions:

� Contango stockholders must approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with
the merger; and

� Crimson stockholders must adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement.

Contango and Crimson will hold separate special meetings of their stockholders to obtain these approvals. This joint proxy statement/prospectus,
including its Annexes, contains and incorporates by reference important information about Contango and Crimson, the merger and the
stockholder meetings of Contango and Crimson. You should read all of the available information carefully and in its entirety.

Q: What effect will the merger have?

A: Contango and Crimson have entered into the merger agreement pursuant to which Crimson will become a wholly owned subsidiary of
Contango and Crimson stockholders will become stockholders of Contango.

Following the merger, the stockholders of Contango and Crimson will be the stockholders of the combined company.

Q: What will I receive in the merger?

A: Contango Stockholders: Whether or not the merger is completed, Contango stockholders will retain the Contango common stock that they
currently own. They will not receive any merger consideration, and they will not receive any additional shares of Contango common stock
in the merger.

Crimson Stockholders: If the merger is completed, Crimson stockholders will receive 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock for each share
of Crimson common stock that they hold at the effective time of the merger. Crimson stockholders will not receive any fractional shares of
Contango common stock in the merger. Instead, Contango will pay cash in lieu of any fractional shares of Contango common stock that a
Crimson stockholder would otherwise have been entitled to receive. Crimson stockholders will also be entitled to any dividends declared and
paid by Contango with a record date at or after the effective time of the merger after they have surrendered their certificates representing
Crimson common stock.
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Q: What is the value of the merger consideration?

A: Because Contango will issue 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock in exchange for each share of Crimson common stock, the value
of the merger consideration that Crimson stockholders receive will depend on the price per share of Contango common stock at the
effective time of the merger. That price will not be known at the time of the special meetings and may be greater or less than the current
price or the price at the time of the special meetings. We urge you to obtain current market quotations of Contango common stock and
Crimson common stock. See �Risk Factors� beginning on page 32.
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Q: When and where will the special stockholders meetings be held?

A: Contango Stockholders: The special meeting of Contango stockholders will be held at 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Second Floor, Houston,
Texas 77098, on October 1, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time.

Crimson Stockholders: The special meeting of Crimson stockholders will be held at Crimson�s offices at 717 Texas Avenue, Suite 2900,
Houston, Texas 77002, on October 1, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time.

Q: Who is entitled to vote at the special stockholders meetings?

A: Contango Stockholders: The record date for the Contango special meeting is August 20, 2013. Only record holders of shares of Contango
common stock at the close of business on such date are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Contango special meeting or any
adjournment or postponement thereof.

Crimson Stockholders: The record date for the Crimson special meeting is August 20, 2013. Only record holders of shares of Crimson common
stock at the close of business on such date are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Crimson special meeting or any adjournment or
postponement thereof.

Q: What constitutes a quorum at the special stockholders meetings?

A: Contango Stockholders: Stockholders who hold shares representing at least a majority of the voting power of all outstanding shares of
capital stock entitled to vote at the Contango special meeting must be present in person or represented by proxy to constitute a quorum. All
shares of Contango common stock represented at the Contango special meeting, including shares that are represented but that vote to
abstain, will be treated as present for purposes of determining the presence or absence of a quorum. Broker non-votes will not be treated as
present for purposes of determining the presence or absence of a quorum.

Crimson Stockholders: Stockholders who hold shares representing at least a majority of the voting power of all outstanding shares of capital
stock entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting must be present in person or represented by proxy to constitute a quorum. All shares of
Crimson common stock represented at the Crimson special meeting, including shares that are represented but that vote to abstain, will be treated
as present for purposes of determining the presence or absence of a quorum. Broker non-votes will not be treated as present for purposes of
determining the presence or absence of a quorum.

Additional information on the quorum requirements can be found under the heading �Quorum� on page 41 with respect to Contango and on page
46 with respect to Crimson.

Q: How do I vote if I am a stockholder of record?

A: Contango Stockholders: If you were a record holder of Contango stock at the close of business on the record date for the Contango special
meeting, you may vote in person by attending the Contango special meeting or, to ensure that your shares are represented at the Contango
special meeting, you may authorize a proxy to vote by:

� accessing the internet site listed on the Contango proxy card and following the instructions provided on that site anytime up to 1:00
a.m., eastern time, on October 1, 2013;
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� calling the toll-free number listed on the Contango proxy card and following the instructions provided in the recorded message
anytime up to 1:00 a.m., eastern time, on October 1, 2013; or

� submitting your Contango proxy card by mail by using the provided self-addressed, stamped envelope.

� If you hold shares of Contango common stock in �street name� through a bank, broker or other nominee, please follow the voting
instructions provided by your bank, broker or other nominee to ensure that your shares are represented at the Contango special
meeting.
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Crimson Stockholders. If you were a record holder of Crimson stock at the close of business on the record date for the Crimson special meeting,
you may vote in person by attending the Crimson special meeting or, to ensure that your shares are represented at the Crimson special meeting,
you may authorize a proxy to vote by:

� accessing the internet site listed on the Crimson proxy card and following the instructions provided on that site anytime up to 11:59
p.m., eastern time, on September 30, 2013;

� calling the toll-free number listed on the Crimson proxy card and following the instructions provided in the recorded message
anytime up to 11:59 p.m., eastern time, on September 30, 2013; or

� submitting your Crimson proxy card by mail by using the provided self-addressed, stamped envelope.

� If you hold Crimson shares in �street name� through a bank, broker or other nominee, please follow the voting instructions provided by
your bank, broker or other nominee to ensure that your shares are represented at the Crimson special meeting.

Q: How many votes do I have?

A: Contango Stockholders: With respect to each proposal to be presented at the Contango special meeting, holders of Contango common
stock as of the Contango record date are entitled to one vote for each share of Contango common stock owned at the close of business on
the Contango record date. At the close of business on the Contango record date, there were 15,194,952 shares of Contango common stock
outstanding and entitled to vote at the Contango special meeting.

Crimson Stockholders: With respect to each proposal to be presented at the Crimson special meeting, holders of Crimson common stock as of
the Crimson record date are entitled to one vote for each share of Crimson common stock owned at the close of business on the Crimson record
date. At the close of business on the Crimson record date, there were 44,764,423 shares of Crimson common stock outstanding and entitled to
vote at the Crimson special meeting.

Q: Who will serve on the board of directors of Contango following the completion of the merger?

A: The merger agreement provides that, upon completion of the merger, the board of directors of Contango will consist of eight
members, including, (i) five directors chosen by the current Contango directors, which directors will be members of the existing
Contango board (at least three of whom will be independent for purposes of the rules of the NYSE MKT), and (ii) three
directors chosen by the current Crimson directors, which directors will be members of the existing Crimson board (at least two
of whom will be independent for purposes of the rules of the NYSE MKT). As of the date of this joint proxy
statement/prospectus, it is anticipated that Joseph J. Romano, Brad Juneau, B.A. Berilgen, Charles M. Reimer, Steven L.
Schoonover, Allan D. Keel, B. James Ford, and Lon McCain will serve as directors of the combined company upon completion
of the merger.

Q: Who will serve as executive management of Contango following the completion of the merger?

A: Effective as of, and subject to the occurrence of, the effective time of the merger (i) Joseph J. Romano will continue to serve as the
Chairman of the board of directors of the combined company, (ii) Allan D. Keel will become President and Chief Executive Officer of the
combined company, (iii) E. Joseph Grady will become the Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of the combined company,
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(iv) Thomas H. Atkins will become the Senior Vice President of Exploration of the combined company, (v) Jay S. Mengle will become the
Senior Vice President of Engineering of the combined company, and (vi) A. Carl Isaac will become the Senior Vice President of
Operations of the combined company.
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Q: What vote is required to approve each proposal?

A: Contango Stockholders: The approval of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the
merger requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Contango common stock, present in person or represented by proxy at
the Contango special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, assuming a quorum. Failures to vote and broker non-votes will have no effect
on the vote for this proposal; however, abstentions will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

The approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive
officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Contango
common stock, present in person or represented by proxy at the Contango special meeting and entitled to vote thereon, assuming a quorum.
Failures to vote and broker non-votes will have no effect on the vote for this proposal; however, abstentions will have the same effect as a vote
�AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

The adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies requires the affirmative vote of a
majority of the shares of Contango common stock, present in person or represented by proxy at the Contango special meeting and entitled to
vote thereon, regardless of whether there is a quorum. Failures to vote and broker non-votes will have no effect on the vote for this proposal;
however, abstentions will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

Crimson Stockholders: The adoption of the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement
requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the issued and outstanding shares of Crimson common stock that are entitled to vote at the special
meeting. Failures to vote, broker non-votes and abstentions will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

The approval, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, of the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive
officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions requires the approval of a majority of the votes cast at the Crimson
special meeting, assuming a quorum. Failures to vote and broker non-votes will have no effect on the vote for this proposal; however,
abstentions will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

The adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies requires the approval of a majority of
the votes cast at the Crimson special meeting, regardless of whether there is a quorum. Failures to vote and broker non-votes will have no effect
on the vote for this proposal; however, abstentions will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the approval of such proposal.

Q: How does the Contango board of directors recommend that Contango stockholders vote?

A: The Contango board of directors has unanimously determined that the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement (including the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger) are in the
best interests of Contango and its stockholders. Accordingly, the Contango board of directors unanimously recommends that Contango
stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection
with the merger, �FOR� the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable
to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions and �FOR� the proposal to approve
the adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Q: How does the Crimson board of directors recommend that Crimson stockholders vote?

A: The Crimson board of directors has unanimously adopted the merger agreement and determined that the merger agreement, the merger and
the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement are in the best interests of Crimson and its stockholders. Accordingly, the
Crimson board of directors unanimously

4

Edgar Filing: CONTANGO OIL & GAS CO - Form 424B3

Table of Contents 18



Table of Contents

recommends that Crimson stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions
contemplated by the merger agreement, �FOR� the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be
paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions and �FOR�
the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of
proxies.

Q: My shares are held in �street name� by my bank, broker or other nominee. Will my bank, broker or other nominee automatically
vote my shares for me?

A: No. If your shares are held through a bank, broker or other nominee, you are considered the �beneficial holder� of the shares held for you in
what is known as �street name.� The �record holder� of such shares is your bank, broker or other nominee, and not you. If this is the case, this
joint proxy statement/prospectus has been forwarded to you by your bank, broker or other nominee. You must provide the record holder of
your shares with instructions on how to vote your shares. Otherwise, your bank, broker or other nominee may not vote your shares on any
of the proposals to be considered at the Contango special meeting or the Crimson special meeting, as applicable, and a broker non-vote
will result.

In connection with the Contango special meeting, broker non-votes will have no effect on (i) the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of
Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger (assuming a quorum is present), (ii) the proposal to approve on
an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on
or otherwise related to the proposed transactions or (iii) the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary
or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

In connection with the Crimson special meeting, broker non-votes will have (i) the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the proposal to adopt the
merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, (ii) no effect on the proposal to approve on an
advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or
otherwise related to the proposed transactions and (iii) no effect on the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if
necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Please follow the voting instructions provided by your bank, broker or other nominee so that it may vote your shares on your behalf. Please note
that you may not vote shares held in street name by returning a proxy card directly to Contango or Crimson or by voting in person at the special
meeting unless you first obtain a �legal proxy� from your bank, broker or other nominee.

Q: What will happen if I fail to vote or I abstain from voting?

A: Contango Stockholders: If you fail to vote it will not have any effect on the vote for the proposals; however, if you attend the Contango
special meeting and abstain or mark your proxy or voting instructions to abstain, it will have the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� (i) the
proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger, (ii) the
proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named
executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions, and (iii) the proposal to approve the adjournment of
the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Crimson Stockholders: If you fail to vote, it will have (i) the same effect as a vote �AGAINST� the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the
merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, (ii) no effect on the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding)
basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the
proposed transactions and (iii) no effect on the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting, if necessary or appropriate,
to permit further solicitation of proxies.
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If you attend the Crimson special meeting and abstain or mark your proxy or voting instructions to abstain, it will have the same effect as a vote
�AGAINST� (i) the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, (ii) the
proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive
officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions and (iii) the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson
special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Q: What will happen if I return my proxy card without indicating how to vote?

A: Contango Stockholders: If you properly complete and sign your proxy card but do not indicate how your shares of Contango common
stock should be voted on a proposal, the shares of Contango common stock represented by your proxy will be voted as the Contango board
of directors recommends and, therefore, �FOR� (i) the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson
stockholders in connection with the merger, (ii) the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be
paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions and
(iii) the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of
proxies.

Crimson Stockholders: If you properly complete and sign your proxy card but do not indicate how your shares of Crimson common stock should
be voted on a proposal, the shares of Crimson common stock represented by your proxy will be voted as the Crimson board of directors
recommends and, therefore, �FOR� (i) the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the
merger agreement, (ii) the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that may be paid or become payable to
Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions and (iii) the proposal to approve the
adjournment of the Contango special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to permit further solicitation of proxies.

Q: Can I change my vote or revoke my proxy after I have returned a proxy or voting instruction card?

A: Yes.
If you are the record holder of either Contango or Crimson stock, you can change your vote or revoke your proxy at any time before your proxy
is voted at the applicable special meeting. You can do this by:

� timely delivering a signed written notice of revocation;

� timely delivering a new, valid proxy bearing a later date (including by telephone or through the internet); or

� attending the special meeting and voting in person, which will automatically cancel any proxy previously given, or revoking your
proxy in person. Simply attending the Contango special meeting or the Crimson special meeting without voting will not revoke any
proxy that you have previously given or change your vote.

If you choose either of the first two methods, your notice of revocation or your new proxy must be received by the Secretary of Contango or
Crimson, as applicable, no later than the beginning of the applicable special meeting.

Regardless of the method used to deliver your previous proxy, you may revoke your proxy by any of the above methods.

If you hold shares of either Contango or Crimson in �street name�: If your shares are held in street name, you must contact your bank, broker or
other nominee to change your vote.
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Q: What are the material U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger to U.S. holders of Crimson common stock?

A: The merger is intended to be treated for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a �reorganization� within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the �Code�). Assuming the merger qualifies as a reorganization, a U.S. holder of Crimson
common stock will not recognize any gain or loss for U.S. federal income tax purposes upon the exchange of the holder�s shares of
Crimson common stock for shares of Contango common stock pursuant to the merger, except with respect to cash received in lieu of
fractional shares of Contango common stock. For further information, see �Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences� beginning on
page 132.

The U.S. federal income tax consequences described above may not apply to all holders of Crimson common stock. Your tax consequences will
depend on your individual situation. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your independent tax advisor for a full understanding of the
particular tax consequences of the merger to you.

Q: When do you expect the merger to be completed?

A: Contango and Crimson hope to complete the merger as soon as reasonably possible and expect the closing of the merger to occur in
September or October of 2013. However, the merger is subject to the satisfaction or waiver of other conditions, and it is possible that
factors outside the control of Contango and Crimson could result in the merger being completed at an earlier time, a later time or not at all.

Q: Do I need to do anything with my shares of common stock other than vote for the proposals at the special meeting?

A: Contango Stockholders: If you are a Contango stockholder, after the merger is completed, you are not required to take any action with
respect to your shares of Contango common stock.

Crimson Stockholders: If you are a Crimson stockholder, after the merger is completed, each share of Crimson common stock that you hold will
be converted automatically into the right to receive 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock together with cash in lieu of any fractional
shares, as applicable. You will receive instructions at that time regarding exchanging your shares for shares of Contango common stock. You do
not need to take any action at this time. Please do not send your Crimson stock certificates with your proxy card.

Q: Should I send in my share certificates now?

A: No. If Contango and Crimson complete the merger, former Crimson stockholders will receive written instructions for exchanging their
Crimson share certificates. Contango will issue shares of Contango common stock to former holders of Crimson common stock in
uncertificated form as a notation on the Contango stockholders register, unless a former Crimson stockholder requests share certificates for
shares of Contango common stock to be issued in such stockholder�s name, in which case Contango will issue such certificates in
accordance with its normal procedure for issuing share certificates to stockholders.

Q: Are stockholders entitled to appraisal rights?

A: No. Neither the stockholders of Contango nor the stockholders of Crimson are entitled to appraisal rights in connection with the merger
under Delaware law, under the certificate of incorporation or bylaws of either company or otherwise.
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Q: What happens if I sell my shares of Crimson common stock before the Crimson special meeting?

A: The record date for the Crimson special meeting is earlier than the date of the Crimson special meeting and the date that the merger is
expected to be completed. If you transfer your Crimson shares after the Crimson record date but before the Crimson special meeting, you
will retain your right to vote at the Crimson special meeting, but will have transferred the right to receive the merger consideration in the
merger. In order to receive the merger consideration, you must hold your shares through the effective date of the merger.

Q: What does it mean if I receive more than one set of materials?

A: This means you own shares of both Contango and Crimson common stock or you own shares of Contango or Crimson common stock that
are registered under different names. For example, you may own some shares directly as a stockholder of record and other shares through a
bank, broker or other nominee or you may own shares through more than one bank, broker or other nominee. In these situations, you will
receive multiple sets of proxy materials. You must complete, sign and return all of the proxy cards or follow the instructions for any
alternative voting procedure on each of the voting instruction forms you receive in order to vote all of the shares of Contango and/or
Crimson common stock that you own. Each proxy card you receive will come with its own self-addressed, stamped envelope; if you
submit your proxy by mail, make sure you return each proxy card in the return envelope that accompanied that proxy card.

Q: How can I find out more information?

A: For more information about Contango and Crimson, see the section entitled �Where You Can Find More Information� beginning on page
160.

Q: Who can help answer my questions?

A: Contango stockholders who have questions about the merger, the other matters to be voted on at the special meetings or how to submit a
proxy, or desire additional copies of this joint proxy statement/prospectus or additional proxy cards should contact: Georgeson Inc., 480
Washington Boulevard, 26th Floor, Jersey City, NJ 07310, Telephone: (866) 856-4733.

Crimson stockholders who have questions about the merger, the other matters to be voted on at the special meetings or how to submit a proxy, or
desire additional copies of this joint proxy statement/prospectus or additional proxy cards should contact: Morrow & Co., LLC, 470 West
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Stamford, CT 06902. Stockholders may call toll free at (888) 836-9724. Banks and brokerage firms may call collect at (203)
658-9400.
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights information contained elsewhere in this joint proxy statement/prospectus and may not contain all the information that
is important to you with respect to the merger and the other matters being considered at the Contango and Crimson special meetings. Contango
and Crimson urge you to read the remainder of this joint proxy statement/prospectus carefully, including the attached Annexes, and the other
documents to which we have referred you. See also the section entitled �Where You Can Find More Information� beginning on page 160. We
have included page references in this summary to direct you to a more complete description of the topics presented below.

The Companies

Contango Oil & Gas Company

Contango is a Houston, TX-based, independent natural gas and oil company. Contango�s core business is to explore, develop, produce and
acquire natural gas and oil properties offshore in the Gulf of Mexico in water-depths of less than 300 feet. Contango has 12 operating wells and
three production platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. Contango has additional onshore investments in (i) Alta Resources Investments, LLC, whose
primary area of focus is the liquids-rich Kaybob Duvernay in Alberta, Canada; (ii) Exaro Energy III LLC (�Exaro�), which is primarily focused on
the development of proved natural gas reserves in the Jonah Field in Wyoming; and (iii) the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale where Contango leases
approximately 24,000 net acres. As of March 31, 2013, Contango had estimated proved reserves of 215.5 billion cubic feet equivalent (Bcfe)
including 19.6 Bcfe of proved developed reserves attributable to its investment in Exaro. Contango has an active exploration program, and plans
to drill two new exploratory wells in the central Gulf of Mexico in 2013. As of March 31, 2013, Contango had no debt and approximately $100
million of working capital. For the quarter ended March 31, 2013, Contango�s average production was approximately 64.6 million cubic feet
equivalent per day (�Mmcfed�).

Contango�s common stock is traded on the NYSE MKT under the symbol �MCF.�

The principal executive offices of Contango are located at 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Houston, Texas 77098, and Contango�s telephone number is
(713) 960-1901. Additional information about Contango and its subsidiaries is included in documents incorporated by reference into this joint
proxy statement/prospectus. See �Where You Can Find More Information� on page 160.

Crimson Exploration Inc.

Crimson is a Houston, TX-based independent energy company engaged in the exploitation, exploration, development and acquisition of crude
oil and natural gas, primarily in the onshore Gulf Coast regions of the United States. Crimson currently owns approximately 95,000 net acres
onshore in Texas, Louisiana, Colorado and Mississippi. Crimson refers to its four corporate areas as (i) Southeast Texas, focusing on the
Woodbine, Eagle Ford and Georgetown formations, (ii) South Texas, focusing on the Eagle Ford and Buda formations, (iii) East Texas, focusing
on the Haynesville, Mid-Bossier and James Lime formations, and (iv) Rockies and Other, focusing on the Niobrara and D&J Sand formations.
Crimson�s strategy is to continue to increase crude oil and liquids-rich reserves and production from an extensive inventory of drilling prospects,
de-risk unproved prospects in core operating areas, and opportunistically grow reserves through acquisitions complementary to its existing asset
base.

As of June 30, 2013, Crimson had estimated proved reserves of 117.1 Bcfe of natural gas equivalents, based on SEC reporting guidelines. For
the quarter ended June 30, 2013, Crimson�s average production was approximately 44.2 Mmcfed.

Crimson�s common stock is traded on the NASDAQ under the symbol �CXPO.�
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The principal executive offices of Crimson are located at 717 Texas Ave., Suite 2900, Houston, Texas 77002, and Crimson�s telephone number is
(713) 236-7400. Additional information about Crimson and its subsidiaries is included in documents incorporated by reference into this joint
proxy statement/prospectus. See �Where You Can Find More Information� on page 160.

Contango Acquisition, Inc.

Contango Acquisition, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Contango, is a Delaware corporation that was formed on March 14, 2013 for the sole
purpose of effecting the merger. In the merger, Contango Acquisition, Inc. will be merged with and into Crimson, with Crimson surviving as a
wholly owned subsidiary of Contango.

10
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The Meetings

The Contango Special Meeting (see page 40)

The special meeting of Contango stockholders will be held at 3700 Buffalo Speedway, Second Floor, Houston, Texas 77098, on October 1,
2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time. The special meeting of Contango stockholders is being held to consider and vote on:

� a proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger;

� an advisory (non-binding) proposal to approve the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive
officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions; and

� a proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit
additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the first proposal listed above.

Completion of the merger is conditioned on approval of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in
connection with the merger.

Only record holders of shares of Contango common stock at the close of business on August 20, 2013, the record date for the Contango special
meeting, are entitled to receive notice of, and to vote at, the Contango special meeting or any adjournment or postponement thereof. At the close
of business on the record date, the only outstanding voting securities of Contango were common stock, and 15,194,952 shares of Contango
common stock were issued and outstanding, approximately 11.2% of which were owned and entitled to be voted by Contango directors and
executive officers and the Estate of Mr. Peak, Contango�s former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. The Contango directors and executive
officers and the Estate of Mr. Peak are currently expected to vote their shares in favor of each Contango proposal listed above.

The Estate of Kenneth R. Peak, Brad Juneau and certain of the executive officers of Contango have each entered into an agreement with
Crimson whereby, subject to the terms and conditions of that agreement, such stockholder has agreed to vote all of the Contango shares held by
such stockholder in favor of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. As of the
date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus, such parties hold in the aggregate approximately 10.6% of the outstanding shares of Contango
common stock.

With respect to each Contango proposal listed above, Contango stockholders may cast one vote for each share of Contango common stock that
they own as of the Contango record date. The proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in
connection with the merger requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Contango common stock, present in person or represented
by proxy at the Contango special meeting and entitled to vote thereon. No business may be transacted at the Contango special meeting unless a
quorum is present. If a quorum is not present, or if fewer shares are voted in favor of the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango
common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger than is required, to allow additional time for obtaining additional proxies,
the special meeting may be adjourned if the requisite stockholder approval to adjourn the meeting is obtained. No notice of an adjourned
meeting need be given unless the adjournment is for more than 30 days or, if after the adjournment, a new record date is fixed for the adjourned
meeting, in which case a notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given to each stockholder of record entitled to vote at the meeting.

Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of the Board of Directors of Contango (see page 61)

After careful consideration, the Contango board of directors unanimously determined that the merger and the other transactions contemplated by
the merger agreement are advisable and in the best interests of Contango
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and its stockholders, approved the merger and the merger agreement and recommended to the holders of Contango common stock the approval
of the issuance of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger. For more information regarding the factors
considered by the Contango board of directors in reaching its decisions relating to its recommendations, see the section entitled �The Merger �
Contango�s Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of the Contango Board of Directors.� The Contango board of directors unanimously
recommends that Contango stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to
Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger, �FOR� the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the
compensation that may be paid or become payable to Contango�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the
proposed transactions and �FOR� the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Contango special meeting to a later date or dates, if
necessary or appropriate to solicit additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to
approve the issuance of shares of Contango common stock.

Opinion of Contango�s Financial Advisor (see page 63)

In connection with the merger, on February 6, 2013, the Contango board of directors retained Petrie Partners Securities, LLC (referred to in this
joint proxy statement/prospectus as �Petrie�) to act as financial advisor to the Contango board of directors. On April 29, 2013, at a meeting of the
Contango board of directors, Petrie rendered its oral opinion, subsequently confirmed by delivery of a written opinion soon after the meeting,
that, as of April 29, 2013 and based upon and subject to the factors, procedures, assumptions, qualifications and limitations set forth in its
opinion, the exchange ratio was fair, from a financial point of view, to Contango.

The full text of the written opinion of Petrie, dated as of April 29, 2013, which sets forth, among other things, the procedures followed,
assumptions made, matters considered and qualifications and limitations on the scope of review undertaken in rendering its opinion, is
attached as Annex B to this joint proxy statement/prospectus and is incorporated by reference in its entirety into this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. You are urged to read the opinion carefully and in its entirety. Petrie�s opinion was addressed to, and provided for
the information and benefit of, the Contango board of directors (in its capacity as such) in connection with its evaluation of whether the
exchange ratio was fair, from a financial point of view, to Contango. Petrie�s opinion does not address the fairness of the proposed
merger, or any consideration received in connection with the proposed merger, to the holders of any securities, creditors or other
constituencies of Contango, nor does it address the fairness of the amount or nature of any compensation to be paid or payable to any of
the officers, directors or employees of Contango, or any class of such persons, whether relative to the exchange ratio or otherwise. Petrie
assumed that any modification to the structure of the merger would not vary in any respect material to its analysis. Petrie�s opinion does
not address the relative merits of the merger as compared to any other alternative business transaction or strategic alternative that
might be available to Contango, nor does it address the underlying business decision of Contango to engage in the merger. Petrie�s
opinion does not constitute a recommendation to the Contango board of directors or to any other persons in respect of the merger,
including as to how any holder of shares of common stock of Contango should act or vote in respect of any of the transactions
contemplated by the merger agreement. Finally, Petrie did not express any opinion as to the price at which shares of Contango or
Crimson common stock will trade at any time.
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The Crimson Special Meeting (see page 45)

The special meeting of Crimson stockholders will be held at Crimson�s offices at 717 Texas Avenue, Suite 2900, Houston, Texas 77002, on
October 1, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., local time. The special meeting of Crimson stockholders is being held in order to consider and vote on:

� a proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, which is further
described in the sections titled �The Merger� and �The Merger Agreement,� beginning on pages 50 and 111, respectively;

� an advisory (non-binding) proposal to approve the compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive
officers that is based on or otherwise related to the proposed transactions; and

� a proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit
additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the foregoing proposal.

Only record holders of shares of Crimson common stock at the close of business on August 20, 2013, the record date for the Crimson special
meeting, are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Crimson special meeting or any adjournment or postponement thereof. At the close of
business on the record date, the only outstanding voting securities of Crimson were common stock, and 44,764,423 shares of Crimson common
stock were issued and outstanding and entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting, approximately 2.95% of which were owned and entitled
to be voted by Crimson directors and executive officers. The Crimson directors and executive officers are currently expected to vote their shares
in favor of each of the Crimson proposals listed above.

OCM GW Holdings, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, and OCM Crimson Holdings, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company
(collectively, �Oaktree�) and each executive officer of Crimson have entered into an agreement with Contango and Merger Sub whereby, subject
to the terms and conditions of that agreement, such stockholder has agreed to vote all of the Crimson shares held by such stockholder in favor of
the adoption of the merger. As of the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus, Oaktree holds and is entitled to vote, in the aggregate,
approximately 34.71% of the issued and outstanding shares of Crimson common stock entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting and the
executive officers of Crimson hold and are entitled to vote, in the aggregate, approximately 2.54% of the issued and outstanding shares of
Crimson common stock entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting.

With respect to each Crimson proposal listed above, Crimson stockholders may cast one vote for each share of Crimson common stock that they
own as of the Crimson record date. The proposal to adopt the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the issued and
outstanding shares of Crimson common stock that are entitled to vote thereon. No business may be transacted at the Crimson special meeting
unless a quorum is present. If a quorum is not present, or if fewer shares are voted in favor of the proposal to adopt the merger agreement than is
required, to allow additional time for obtaining additional proxies, the special meeting may be adjourned if the requisite stockholder approval to
adjourn the meeting is obtained. No notice of an adjourned meeting need be given unless the adjournment is for more than 30 days or, if after the
adjournment, a new record date is fixed for the adjourned meeting, in which case a notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given to each
stockholder of record entitled to vote at the meeting.

Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of the Board of Directors of Crimson (see page 76)

After careful consideration, the Crimson board of directors unanimously adopted the merger agreement, determined that the merger agreement
and the transactions contemplated thereby, including the merger, are advisable and in the best interests of Crimson�s stockholders, and
recommended that the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement be adopted by Crimson�s
stockholders. For more information regarding the factors considered by the Crimson board of directors in reaching its decision to recommend the
approval of the merger agreement, see the section entitled �The Merger � Crimson�s Reasons
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for the Merger; Recommendation of the Crimson Board of Directors.� The Crimson board of directors unanimously recommends that
Crimson stockholders vote �FOR� the proposal to adopt the merger agreement, the merger and the other transactions contemplated by
the merger agreement at the Crimson special meeting, �FOR� the proposal to approve on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the
compensation that may be paid or become payable to Crimson�s named executive officers that is based on or otherwise related to the
proposed transactions and �FOR� the proposal to approve the adjournment of the Crimson special meeting to a later date or dates, if
necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in the event there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to
approve and adopt the merger agreement.

Opinion of Crimson�s Financial Advisor (see page 79)

In connection with the merger, Crimson�s board of directors received a written opinion, dated April 29, 2013, from Barclays Capital Inc. (referred
to in this joint proxy statement/prospectus as �Barclays�) as to the fairness, as of the date of the opinion, from a financial point of view, to holders
of Crimson common stock of the exchange ratio provided for in the merger agreement. The full text of Barclays� written opinion, which is
attached to this joint proxy statement/prospectus as Annex C, sets forth the assumptions made, procedures followed, matters considered and
limitations on the review undertaken. Barclays� opinion was provided for the information of Crimson�s board of directors (in its capacity as
such) in connection with its evaluation of the exchange ratio from a financial point of view and did not address any other aspects or
implications of the merger. Barclays expressed no view as to, and its opinion does not address, the underlying business decision of
Crimson to effect the merger, the relative merits of the merger as compared to any alternative business strategies that might exist for
Crimson or the effect of any other transaction in which Crimson might engage. Barclays� opinion is not intended to be and does not
constitute a recommendation to any stockholder as to how such stockholder should vote or act on any matters relating to the proposed
merger or otherwise.
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The Merger

A copy of the merger agreement is attached as Annex A to this joint proxy statement/prospectus. Contango and Crimson encourage you to read
the entire merger agreement carefully because it is the principal document governing the merger. For more information on the merger
agreement, see the section entitled �The Merger Agreement� beginning on page 111.

Form of the Merger (see page 111)

Subject to the terms and conditions of the merger agreement, at the effective time of the merger, Merger Sub, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Contango formed for the sole purpose of effecting the merger, will be merged with and into Crimson. Crimson will survive the merger as a
wholly owned subsidiary of Contango.

Merger Consideration (see page 111)

Crimson stockholders will have the right to receive 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock for each share of Crimson common stock they
hold at the effective time of the merger (the �exchange ratio�) and, in lieu of any fractional shares, cash (without interest) in an amount equal to the
product of (i) such fractional part of a share of Contango common stock multiplied by (ii) the closing price for a share of Contango common
stock as reported on the NYSE MKT on the first trading day following the effective date of the merger. The exchange ratio is fixed and will not
be adjusted for changes in the market value of the common stock of Crimson or Contango. As a result, the implied value of the consideration to
Crimson stockholders will fluctuate between the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus and the effective date of the merger. Based on the
closing price of Contango common stock on the NYSE MKT on April 29, 2013, the last trading day before public announcement of the merger,
the exchange ratio represented approximately $3.19 in value for each share of Crimson common stock. Based on the closing price of Contango
common stock on the NYSE MKT on August 21, 2013, the latest practicable trading day before the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus,
the exchange ratio represented approximately $3.07 in value for each share of Crimson common stock.

Treatment of Crimson Stock Options and Other Equity-Based Awards (see page 122)

Stock Options. Upon completion of the merger, each outstanding option to acquire Crimson common stock will be converted into a fully vested
and immediately exercisable option to purchase shares of Contango common stock. The number of shares of Contango common stock that will
be subject to such Contango stock options will be the number of shares of Crimson common stock subject to each such Crimson stock option
multiplied by 0.08288, rounded down to the nearest whole share of Contango common stock. The exercise price per share of Contango common
stock for such Contango stock option will equal the exercise price per share of Crimson common stock for such Crimson stock option divided by
0.08288, rounded up to the nearest whole cent.

Restricted Stock. Effective simultaneously with the effective time of the merger, each outstanding share of Crimson restricted stock will vest and
be converted into an unrestricted share of Crimson common stock with the right to receive 0.08288 fully vested shares of Contango common
stock.

Expected Timing of the Merger

Contango and Crimson currently expect the closing of the merger to occur in September or October of 2013. However, the merger is subject to
the satisfaction or waiver of conditions as described in the merger agreement, and it is possible that factors outside the control of Contango and
Crimson could result in the merger being completed at an earlier time, a later time or not at all.
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Conditions to Completion of the Merger (see page 123)

The obligations of Contango, Crimson and Merger Sub to complete the merger are subject to the satisfaction or waiver of the following
conditions on or prior to the closing date:

� adoption of the merger agreement by the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Crimson common stock;

� approval of the issuance of shares of Contango common stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger by the affirmative
vote of holders of a majority of the shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to vote at the Contango special meeting;

� absence of any laws, temporary restraining orders, preliminary or permanent injunctions or other orders that have the effect of making the
merger illegal or otherwise prohibiting consummation of the merger;

� the receipt of any approvals required to be obtained for the consummation of the merger and the other transactions contemplated by the
merger agreement under any applicable United States federal or state laws, except where the failure to obtain such approvals would not
have a material adverse effect on Contango or Crimson;

� authorization for the listing on the NYSE MKT of the shares of Contango common stock to be issued, and such other shares to be reserved
for issuance, in connection with the merger, subject to official notice of issuance; and

� effectiveness of the registration statement on Form S-4 of which this joint proxy statement/prospectus forms a part and the absence of a
stop order or proceedings pending before by the SEC for that purpose.

In addition, each of Contango�s and Crimson�s obligations to effect the merger is subject to the satisfaction or waiver of the following additional
conditions:

� the representations and warranties of the other party, other than the representations related to the shares of capital stock authorized, issued
and outstanding or reserved for issuance and the shares subject to any rights to purchase or receive common stock, (i) if qualified by
material adverse effect, will be true and correct in all respects as of the date of the merger agreement and as of the closing date, and (ii) if
not qualified by material adverse effect, will be true and correct as of the date of the merger agreement and as of the closing date except
where the failure to be true and correct, has not had, or would not reasonably be expected to have, individually or in the aggregate, a
material adverse effect (other than, in each case, those representations and warranties that were made only as of an earlier date, which need
only be true and correct as of such earlier date subject to the materiality exceptions noted above);

� the representations and warranties of Contango relating to the shares of capital stock authorized, issued and outstanding or reserved for
issuance and the shares subject to any rights to purchase or receive common stock will be true and correct other than in de minimis
respects as of the date of the merger agreement and as of the closing date (except to the extent such representations or warranties were
made only as of a specified date, in which case, as of such specified date);

� the representations and warranties of Crimson relating to the shares of capital stock authorized, issued and outstanding or reserved for
issuance and the shares subject to any rights to purchase or receive common stock will be true and correct in all respects as of the date of
the merger agreement and as of the closing date (except to the extent such representations or warranties were made only as of an earlier
date, in which case, as of such earlier date), except where inaccuracies, would result in payment of $1,000,000 or less of additional merger
consideration, in the aggregate;
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� receipt of a certificate executed by the other party�s chief executive officer or chief financial officer as to the satisfaction of the conditions
described in the preceding four bullets;

� receipt by each party of a tax opinion from such party�s tax counsel as described in the section titled �Material U.S. Federal Income Tax
Consequences,� including an opinion that the merger will be treated as a �reorganization� within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code;
and

� absence of any event or development that, individually or in the aggregate, has or would reasonably be expected to have a material adverse
effect on the other party.

No Solicitation of Alternative Proposals (see page 117)

The merger agreement precludes Contango and Crimson from soliciting or engaging in discussions or negotiations with respect to a proposal
regarding an alternative transaction. However, if Contango or Crimson receives an unsolicited acquisition proposal from a third party, and
Contango�s or Crimson�s board of directors, as applicable, among other things, reasonably determines in good faith (after consultation with its
outside legal advisors) that such unsolicited proposal is, or is reasonably likely to lead to, a superior proposal to the merger, Contango or
Crimson, as applicable, may furnish non-public information to and enter into discussions with, and only with, that third party regarding such
acquisition proposal. See the section entitled �The Merger Agreement � No Solicitation of Alternative Proposals� for a discussion of these and other
rights of each of Contango and Crimson to terminate the merger agreement.

Termination of the Merger Agreement (see page 124)

Contango and Crimson may mutually agree to terminate the merger agreement at any time, notwithstanding approval of the merger by
stockholders. Either company may also terminate the merger agreement if the merger is not consummated by October 31, 2013, subject to
certain exceptions. See the section entitled �The Merger Agreement � Termination of the Merger Agreement� for a discussion of these and other
rights of each of Contango and Crimson to terminate the merger agreement.

Effect of Termination of the Merger Agreement (see page 125)

If the merger agreement is terminated by either party in accordance with its terms, the merger agreement (except for the confidentiality
agreement between Contango and Crimson and certain provisions expressly listed in the merger agreement, which will survive such termination)
will become void, and neither of the parties nor their affiliates or representatives will have any liability under the merger agreement or in
connection with the transactions contemplated thereby, except: (a) with respect to any applicable termination fees and the reimbursement of
certain expenses; (b) for willful and material breach of the merger agreement; (c) for fraud; or (d) for breaches of the confidentiality agreement
between Contango and Crimson. In the case of clauses (b) and (c), the aggrieved party will be entitled to all rights and remedies available at law
or equity; provided that in the case of clause (b), if such breach is of the stockholder meetings provision or the no solicitation provision and the
breaching party pays the applicable termination fee, such party and its affiliates or representatives will have no further liability in connection
with the merger agreement or such termination. In the case of clause (d), the aggrieved party shall be entitled to all rights and remedies provided
in the confidentiality agreement between Contango and Crimson.

Termination Fees and Expenses (see page 125)

Generally, all fees and expenses incurred in connection with the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement
will be paid by the party incurring those expenses, subject to the specific exceptions discussed in this joint proxy statement/prospectus where
Contango may be required to pay a termination fee of $28 million or an expense reimbursement of $4.5 million and Crimson may be required to
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pay a termination fee of $7 million or an expense reimbursement of $4.5 million. See the section entitled �The Merger Agreement � Termination
Fees and Expenses� for a discussion of the circumstances under which such termination fee or expense reimbursement will be required to be paid.

Comparison of Stockholder Rights and Corporate Governance Matters (see page 146)

Crimson stockholders receiving merger consideration will have different rights once they become stockholders of Contango due to differences
between the governing corporate documents of Crimson and the governing corporate documents of Contango. These differences are described in
detail under the section entitled �Comparison of Rights of Contango Stockholders and Crimson Stockholders.�

Listing of Shares of Contango Common Stock; De-Listing and Deregistration of Shares of Crimson Common Stock (see page 110)

It is a condition to the completion of the merger that the shares of Contango common stock to be issued to Crimson stockholders and the shares
of Contango common stock reserved for issuance pursuant to the merger (including those shares of Contango common stock to be issued upon
conversion of the Crimson restricted stock) be authorized for listing on the NYSE MKT at the effective time of the merger, subject to official
notice of issuance. Upon completion of the merger, shares of Crimson common stock currently listed on the NASDAQ will cease to be listed on
the NASDAQ and will be subsequently deregistered under the Exchange Act.

Interests of Contango Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger (see page 97)

Certain of Contango�s directors and executive officers have financial interests in the merger that may be different from, or in addition to, the
interests of Contango stockholders generally. As detailed below under �The Merger Agreement � Stockholder Support Agreements,� certain
executive officers of Contango along with Brad Juneau and the Estate of Kenneth R. Peak, former Chairman of the Board, have entered into
support agreements with Crimson in connection with the execution of the merger agreement.

As detailed below under �The Merger � Board of Directors and Management, following the Merger,� Joseph J. Romano will serve as the Chairman
of the board of directors of Contango and certain of the members of Contango�s board of directors immediately prior to the merger will serve as
directors of Contango upon completion of the merger.

As detailed below under �The Merger � Interests of Contango Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger,� a significant corporate transaction is
one of the annual performance measures for Joseph J. Romano, so it is anticipated that Mr. Romano will be entitled to receive a $4.0 million
bonus payment as a result of the closing of the merger, if Mr. Romano has not already earned the bonus payment through satisfaction of other
performance measures.

As of August 20, 2013, the record date for the Contango special meeting, the directors and executive officers of Contango beneficially owned
and were entitled to vote 1,705,861 shares of Contango common stock, collectively representing approximately 11.2% of the shares of Contango
common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the Contango special meeting. In order to approve the issuance of shares of Contango common
stock to Crimson stockholders in connection with the merger, the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares of Contango common stock,
present in person or represented by proxy at the Contango special meeting and entitled to vote on the proposal is required. See �The Contango
Special Meeting � Required Vote� below on page 41.

The Contango board of directors was aware of these interests and considered them, among other matters, in evaluating the merger and in making
its recommendations to Contango stockholders.
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Interests of Crimson Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger (see page 99)

Certain of Crimson�s directors and executive officers have financial interests in the merger that may be different from, or in addition to, the
interests of Crimson stockholders generally. As detailed below under �The Merger Agreement � Stockholder Support Agreements,� each of Allan
D. Keel, E. Joseph Grady, A. Carl Isaac, Jay S. Mengle, Thomas H. Atkins and John A. Thomas have entered into support agreements with
Contango in connection with the execution of the merger agreement. Moreover, the parties expect that Crimson�s existing executive officers will
become executive officers of Contango at or shortly after the consummation of the merger.

As detailed below under �The Merger � Board of Directors and Management, following the Merger,� Allan D. Keel will serve as President and
Chief Executive Officer of the combined company, E. Joseph Grady will serve as Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of the
combined company, Thomas H. Atkins will serve as Senior Vice President of Exploration of the combined company, Jay S. Mengle will serve as
Senior Vice President of Engineering of the combined company, A. Carl Isaac will serve as Senior Vice President of Operations of the combined
company, and certain of the members of Crimson�s board of directors immediately prior to the merger will continue to serve as directors of the
combined company upon completion of the merger. Messrs. Keel, Grady, Atkins, Mengle and Isaac have entered into employment agreements
with Contango as discussed below under �Interests of Crimson Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger.�

As of August 20, 2013, the record date for the Crimson special meeting, the directors and executive officers of Crimson beneficially owned and
were entitled to vote 1,319,048 shares of Crimson common stock, collectively representing approximately 2.95% of the shares of Crimson
common stock outstanding and entitled to vote at the Crimson special meeting. In order to approve the adoption of the merger agreement, the
merger and the other transactions contemplated by the merger agreement, the affirmative vote of a majority of the issued and outstanding shares
of Crimson common stock that are entitled to vote at the special meeting is required. See �The Crimson Special Meeting � Required Vote� below on
page 46.

The Crimson board of directors was aware of these interests and considered them, among other matters, in evaluating the merger and in making
its recommendations to Crimson stockholders.

Regulatory Clearances Required to Complete the Transactions (see page 108)

Contango and Crimson are not required to file notifications with the Federal Trade Commission and the Antitrust Division of the Department of
Justice or observe a mandatory pre-merger waiting period before completing the merger under the U.S. Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust
Improvements Act of 1976, as amended (referred to in this joint proxy statement/prospectus as the �HSR Act�). Contango and Crimson cannot
assure you, however, that other government agencies or private parties will not initiate actions to challenge the merger before or after it is
completed.

Board of Directors and Executive Management Following the Merger (see page 108)

Effective as of, and subject to the occurrence of, the effective time of the merger, the following will occur:

� the board of directors of the combined company will consist of eight members, including, (i) five directors chosen by the current
Contango directors (at least three of whom will be independent for purposes of the rules of the NYSE MKT), and (ii) three
directors chosen by the current Crimson directors (at least two of whom will be independent for purposes of the rules of the NYSE
MKT);

� as of the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus, it is anticipated that Joseph J. Romano, Brad Juneau, B.A. Berilgen, Charles M.
Reimer, Steven L. Schoonover, Allan D. Keel, B. James Ford, and Lon McCain will serve as directors of the combined company;
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� Joseph J. Romano will continue to serve as the Chairman of the board of directors of the combined company;

� Allan D. Keel will become President and Chief Executive Officer of the combined company;

� E. Joseph Grady will become the Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of the combined company;

� Thomas H. Atkins will become the Senior Vice President of Exploration of the combined company;

� Jay S. Mengle will become the Senior Vice President of Engineering of the combined company;

� A. Carl Isaac will become the Senior Vice President of Operations of the combined company; and

� the bylaws of Contango will be restated in the form of Exhibit C of Annex A.
No Appraisal Rights (see page 110)

Neither the holders of shares of Contango common stock nor the holders of shares of Crimson common stock are entitled to appraisal rights in
connection with the merger in accordance with Delaware law, nor do the certificates of incorporation or bylaws of either company confer such
appraisal rights.

Exchange of Shares in the Merger (see page 112)

Prior to the effective time of the merger, Contango will appoint an exchange agent to handle the exchange of shares of Crimson common stock
for shares of Contango common stock. At the effective time of the merger, shares of Crimson common stock will be converted into the right to
receive 0.08288 shares of Contango common stock without the need for any action by the holders of Crimson common stock.

Promptly after the effective time of the merger, but in no event later than three business days after the closing of the merger, Contango will
cause the exchange agent to mail to each holder of a Crimson stock certificate a letter of transmittal specifying, among other things, that delivery
will be effected, and risk of loss and title to any certificates representing Crimson common stock shall pass, only upon proper delivery of such
certificates to the exchange agent. The letter will also include instructions explaining the procedure for surrendering Crimson stock certificates in
exchange for shares of Contango common stock. Crimson stockholders should not return Crimson stock certificates with the enclosed proxy
card. Holders of uncertificated shares of Crimson common stock in book-entry form will automatically receive the merger consideration and will
not be required to deliver a certificate or an executed letter of transmittal to the exchange agent.

After the effective time of the merger, shares of Crimson common stock will no longer be outstanding, will be automatically canceled and will
cease to exist and each certificate, if any, that previously represented shares of Crimson common stock will represent only the right to receive
the merger consideration as described above. With respect to such shares of Contango common stock deliverable upon the surrender of Crimson
stock certificates, until holders of such Crimson stock certificates have surrendered such stock certificates to the exchange agent for exchange,
those holders will not receive dividends or distributions with respect to such shares of Contango common stock with a record date after the
effective time of the merger.

Crimson stockholders will not receive any fractional shares of Contango common stock pursuant to the merger. Instead of any fractional shares,
Crimson stockholders will be paid an amount in cash for such fraction of a share calculated by multiplying the fractional share interest to which
such holder would otherwise be entitled by the closing price for a share of Contango common stock as reported on the NYSE MKT on the first
trading day following the effective date of the merger.

Contango stockholders need not take any action with respect to their stock certificates.
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Anticipated Accounting Treatment (see page 135)

Under generally accepted accounting principles, the merger will be accounted for using the acquisition method of accounting with Contango
being considered the acquirer of Crimson for accounting purposes. This means that Contango will allocate the purchase price to the fair value of
Crimson�s tangible and intangible assets and liabilities as of the acquisition date, with the excess purchase price being recorded as goodwill.

Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences (see page 132)

The merger is intended to be treated for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a �reorganization� within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code.
Assuming the merger qualifies as a reorganization, a U.S. holder of Crimson common stock will not recognize any gain or loss for U.S. federal
income tax purposes upon the exchange of the holder�s shares of Crimson common stock for shares of Contango common stock pursuant to the
merger, except with respect to cash received in lieu of fractional shares of Contango common stock.

As a condition to the completion of the merger, Crimson and Contango will each have received an opinion, dated as of the closing date of the
merger, that the merger will be treated for U.S. federal income tax purposes as a �reorganization� within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the
Code. An opinion of counsel represents such counsel�s best legal judgment but is not binding on the Internal Revenue Service (the �IRS�) or any
court, so there can be no certainty that the IRS will not challenge the conclusions reflected in the opinion or that a court would not sustain such a
challenge.

The tax opinions regarding the merger will not address any state, local or foreign tax consequences of the merger. The opinions will be based on
certain assumptions and representations as to factual matters from Contango and Crimson, as well as certain covenants and undertakings by
Contango and Crimson. If any of the assumptions, representations, covenants or undertakings is incorrect, incomplete, inaccurate or violated in
any material respect, the validity of the conclusions reached by counsel in their opinions would be jeopardized and the tax consequences of the
merger could differ from those described in this joint proxy statement/prospectus. Neither Contango nor Crimson is currently aware of any facts
or circumstances that would cause the assumptions, representations, covenants and undertakings to be incorrect, incomplete, inaccurate or
violated in any material respect.

You are urged to consult your own tax advisor regarding the particular consequences to you of the merger.

Risk Factors (see page 32)

In evaluating the merger, in addition to the other information contained in this joint proxy statement/prospectus, you should carefully consider
the risk factors relating to the merger and each of Contango and Crimson beginning on page 32.
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Summary Selected Consolidated Financial Data

Summary Selected Consolidated Historical Financial Data of Contango

The following selected statement of income data for the years ended June 30, 2012, 2011 and 2010 and selected balance sheet data as of June 30,
2012 and 2011 have been derived from the audited consolidated financial statements of Contango contained in its Annual Report on Form 10-K
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2012, which is incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference. The selected statement of
income data for the years ended June 30, 2009 and 2008 and selected balance sheet data as of June 30, 2010, 2009 and 2008 have been derived
from Contango�s audited consolidated financial statements for such years, which have not been incorporated into this joint proxy
statement/prospectus by reference.

The selected statement of income data for the nine months ended March 31, 2013 and 2012, and selected balance sheet data as of March 31,
2013 have been derived from Contango�s unaudited interim consolidated financial statements contained in its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for
the quarterly period ended March 31, 2013, which is incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference. The selected balance
sheet data as of March 31, 2012 has been derived from Contango�s unaudited interim consolidated financial statements contained in its Quarterly
Report on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended March 31, 2012, which has not been incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus
by reference. These financial statements are unaudited, but, in the opinion of Contango�s management, contain all adjustments necessary to fairly
state Contango�s financial position and results of operations for the periods indicated.

You should read this summary financial data together with the financial statements that are incorporated by reference into this joint proxy
statement/prospectus and their accompanying notes and management�s discussion and analysis of financial condition and results of operations of
Contango contained in such reports. See �Where You Can Find More Information� beginning on page 160.

Nine Months Ended
March 31,

Years Ended
June 30,

2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 (a)
(In thousands)

Income Statement Data
Total revenues 96,493 139,449 179,272 201,721 159,010 190,656 116,498
Income (loss) from continuing operations (b) (21,076) 49,875 59,213 64,459 50,166 55,861 83,221
Discontinued operations, net of income taxes �  (821) (824) 574 (480) �  173,685
Net income (loss) (21,076) 49,054 58,389 65,033 49,686 55,861 256,906
Preferred stock dividends �  �  �  �  �  �  1,548
Net income (loss) attributable to common stock (21,076) 49,054 58,389 65,033 49,686 55,861 255,358
Net income (loss) per common share:
Basic (1.38) 3.18 3.79 4.15 3.14 3.41 15.78
Diluted (1.38) 3.18 3.79 4.14 3.08 3.35 14.88
Weighted average shares outstanding
Basic 15,229 15,453 15,423 15,665 15,831 16,363 16,185
Diluted 15,229 15,456 15,425 15,713 16,157 16,690 17,263
Cash dividends per common share (c) 2.00 �  �  �  �  �  �  

Capital expenditures (d) 73,249 18,734 20,847 69,993 97,703 45,742 119,929
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As of March 31, As of June 30,
2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 (a)

(In thousands)
Balance Sheet Data
Current assets 136,859 203,397 175,213 204,878 119,873 96,475 158,749
Total assets 572,939 621,456 624,654 636,930 592,266 517,042 599,974
Current liabilities 37,967 34,437 34,312 78,224 78,488 53,244 128,836
Noncurrent liabilities (excluding long-term debt) 127,174 128,596 126,003 132,083 136,448 114,434 114,140
Long-term debt �  �  �  �  �  �  15,000
Stockholders� equity 407,798 458,423 464,339 426,623 377,330 349,364 341,998
Total proved reserves (MMcfe) (e)(f) 215,495 251,140 256,567 296,729 314,027 355,046 369,076
Standardized measure of discounted future net cash flows
(g) 513,932 717,135 712,094 638,091 2,233,918

(a) During the year ended June 30, 2008 Contango sold its Arkansas Fayetteville Shale properties and other properties for $328.3 million.
Results of operations for these properties are included in discontinued operations.

(b) During the nine months ended March 31, 2013, Contango drilled two dry holes resulting in exploration expenses of approximately
$50.0 million, including leasehold costs. Additionally, Contango revised estimated proved reserves at Ship Shoal 263, resulting in
non-cash impairment expenses of approximately $12.0 million. During the year ended June 30, 2010 Contango incurred $20.2
million exploration expenses related to two dry holes in the Gulf of Mexico.

(c) On November 29, 2012, the Board of Contango declared a one-time special dividend of $2.00 per share of common stock which was paid
on December 17, 2012.

(d) Included in capital expenditures for the nine months ended March 31, 2013 and the year ended June 30, 2010 are exploration expenditures
of $42.7 million and $20.2 million, respectively, related to drilling of wells which were dry holes and are expensed in Contango�s
statements of operations.

(e) Million cubic feet equivalent, determined using the ratio of six Mcf of natural gas to one barrel �Bbl� of crude oil, condensate or natural gas
liquids.

(f) The total proved reserves as of March 31, 2013 include 19.6 Bcfe of proved developed reserves attributable to Contango�s investment in
Exaro.

(g) No standardized measure of discounted future net cash flows information as of March 31, 2013 or March 31, 2012 is available.
Summary Selected Consolidated Historical Financial Data of Crimson

The following selected income statement data for the years ended December 31, 2012, 2011 and 2010 and selected balance sheet data as of
December 31, 2012 and 2011 have been derived from the audited consolidated financial statements of Crimson contained in its Annual Report
on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2012, which is incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference. The
selected income statement data for the years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008 and selected balance sheet data as of December 31, 2010, 2009
and 2008 have been derived from Crimson�s audited consolidated financial statements for such years, which have not been incorporated into this
joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference.

The selected income statement data for the six months ended June 30, 2013 and 2012, and selected balance sheet data as of June 30, 2013 have
been derived from Crimson�s unaudited interim consolidated financial statements contained in its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the
quarterly period ended June 30, 2013, which is incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference. The selected balance sheet
data as of June 30, 2012 has been derived from Crimson�s unaudited interim consolidated financial statements contained in its Quarterly Report
on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended June 30, 2012, which has not been incorporated into this joint proxy statement/prospectus by
reference. These financial statements are unaudited, but, in the opinion of Crimson�s management, contain all adjustments necessary to fairly
state Crimson�s financial position and results of operations for the periods indicated.
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You should read this summary selected financial data together with the financial statements that are incorporated by reference into this joint
proxy statement/prospectus and their accompanying notes and management�s discussion and analysis of financial condition and results of
operations of Crimson contained in such reports. See �Where You Can Find More Information� beginning on page 160.

Six Months Ended
June 30,

Years Ended
December 31,

2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
(In thousands)

Income Statement Data
Operating revenues 60,893 57,211 115,904 113,636 95,932 111,803 185,680
Income (loss) from operations (a)(b) 5,731 9,792 (98,451) 2,339 (14,346) (458) 45,835
Net income (loss) (a)(b)(c) (4,193) (488) (91,991) (15,845) (30,845) (34,070) 46,203
Preferred stock dividends �   �   �   �   �   (4,523) (4,234) 
Net income (loss) available to common
stockholders (4,193) (488) (91,991) (15,845) (30,845) (38,593) 41,969
Net income (loss) per share:
Basic (0.09) (0.01) (2.08) (0.35) (0.78) (4.91) 7.81
Diluted (0.09) (0.01) (2.08) (0.35) (0.78) (4.91) 4.46
Weighted average shares outstanding
Basic 44,536 44,056 44,148 44,789 39,397 7,861 5,371
Diluted 44,536 44,485 44,148 44,789 39,397 7,861 10,360
Cash dividends per common share �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
Capital expenditures (d) 30,449 60,288 79,334 87,511 54,746 21,893 141,795

As of June 30, As of December 31,
2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008

(In thousands)
Balance Sheet Data
Current assets 27,607 21,127 24,824 21,072 27,562 24,711 46,348
Total assets 371,198 467,246 368,620 436,326 412,687 424,804 511,546
Current liabilities 54,198 59,024 38,685 67,086 47,370 33,486 84,040
Noncurrent liabilities (excluding long-term debt) 10,303 10,480 10,724 9,692 9,773 15,837 29,243
Long-term Debt 229,926 227,694 239,369 190,042 172,013 192,750
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